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Art. I. Remarks on 1 Cor. xv. 29. 


“Filse what shall they do which are baptized for the dead if the dead rise not at all? why are they then 
baptized for the dead?” 1 Cor. xv. 29. 


In reading this passage, Peter’s declaration respecting Paul’s epis- 

tles, that in them are “some things hard to be understood,” is ye 
suggested to the mind. What is intended by * baptism for the dead ” 
a question on which various opinions have been advanced; and while 
the general design of the apostle in the passage, as well as throughout 
the whole chapter, must be obvious to every one, yet what he really 
intends by this ** baptism for the dead” is a question which is perhaps 
not so easily answered. Without therefore endeavoring to settle this 
question, or even advance much of any thing new upon the subject, we 
shall merely notice some of the principal opinions that have been ad- 
vanced, selecting that one which seems to be best supported by the con- 
text, and which gives to the passage the greatest force of argument in 
favor of that doctrine, which is the grand “and leading topic of the c hap- 
ter. [tis very obvious that the doctrine of the resurrec tion is the prin- 
cipal subject treated of’ in this chapter; and it exhibits one continued 
chain of reasoning in proof of this doctrine; and so let us take what 
view of the passage we may, it is plain that it is introduced by the 
apostle as an argument for the resurrection of the dead; and therefore 
whatever view of the passage we can take which accords best with 
the design of the apostle, is best supported by the context, and gives it 
the greatest weight in proof of the doctrine in question, is that view 
which would seem best entitled to preference. 

Some suppose that the apostle here refers to a custom which pre- 
vailed among the Jews as well as other nations, of washing the dead 
bodies of persons before interment, (see Acts ix. 37.) and view the 
apostle as reasoning in this way ; if there be no resurrection of the 
dead why all this care of a dead body ? why all this washing, if 
the body is never to rise again or be seen mi ore? But if it be admitted 
atall, that the passage viewed in this light forms an argument for the 
resurrection of the dead, it must certainly be a very weak one, and one 
utterly unworthy of the character of an inspired apostle ; besides, such 
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a practice could not so properly be called a baptism for the dead, 





















































baptism of the dead. asa ar 

Others again suppose, that the apostle refers to a custom which ;, th 
said to have prevailed among certain heretical sects, of baptizing q liv. if 
ing person in the room of a dead one who had died without baptisiy. a 
according to this practice, when any person died without baptism, , Mi 
living person was concealed beneath the bed of the deceased, and the e 
deceased being asked if he wished to be baptized, but making no answo, oe 
the living person answered that he would be baptized in his stead, anj h 
thus the living was baptized for the dead. But if such a practice ever a 
existed, it does not appear to have existed so early as the days of the ch 
apostle, and if so, he could not have any reference to it: but even tis 
granting that it did exist as early as the days of the apostle, it was 
vain and superstitious custom, and so could never have been noticed nt 
by him without expressing his disapprobation of it; much less, from = 
such a vain practice would he draw an argument in favor of a fund. an 
mental article of the christian system. a 

It is supposed by others again, that reference is here had to a prac. o 

f tice which prevailed with a certain sect, of deferring baptism until per. ‘ 
ii sons were justat the point of death, and who although living, might be at 
if considered as good as dead when the ordinance was administered to et 
e them ; but to call baptism in such circumstances, a “baptism for the at 
; dead,” would certainly be a great strain on the natural meaning of |ap. be 
if guage ; and as this practice did not exist until after the apostle’s time, ol 
and was by no means a commendable one, the same objections lie against x. 
it as against the last opinion which we noticed. ty 

Others suppose that by the persons said to be “ baptized for the dead,” th 
we are to understand such in general as were introduced into the church hi 
by baptism, and who filled up the places of those who had gone before de 
them, and who were now dead, as ranks of soldiers advance to fill up su 
the places of those who have just fallen in the contest: but how the tr 
passage viewed in this way, would form an argument for the resurrec- ip 
tion of the dead, is by no means obvious to us. 

But perhaps a more common opinion than any of those we have no- p 
ticed is, that the apostle has reference to the practice of requiring a st 
profession of faith before baptism, which profession, amongst other ti 
articles, embraced a belief of the doctrine of the resurrection: this cl 
doctrine, it is known, was much opposed in the apostle’s days, and s0 D 
would necessarity constitute a part of the “ present truth,” and would 01 
enter as an important article into the profession of all who would be re- \ 
ceived by baptism into the church; and therefore by those who were 
“ baptized for the dead,” they understand those who were baptized for t 

or upon their belief of the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, t 
He a and who must either hold the doctrine as true, or else renounce theit p 
by | | baptism administered to them on their belief of this doctrine. bu! it 
im there appears to be two objections of some weight against this opinion: d 
i} first, the mere fact of a person’s professing his belief in any doctrine, v 
wy and having a divine ordinance administered to him upon his belie! h 
ir} it, is no certain evidence of the truth of that doctrine, because it 's I 
| evident that such a person might after all be mistaken: and_ so t's fi 
4 view of the subject makes the apostle’s argument to be of almost no h 
weight whatever for the doctrine in questivua; for it might still be re- b 
! plied that although multitudes had been received by baptisin into the d 
ti church, upon a solemn profession of their belief of this doctrine, yet i 
" after all it was possible for them to be in an error, and so no conclusive n 
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vment could be drawn from this fact for the doctrine of the resur- 
rection,—And second, it is very obvious that by “ baptism for the dead,” 
apostle means something as done or endured by one particular class 


arg 


the 


of Christians only, and not by the whole church; whereas if by those 


who were “ baptized for the dead,” he intends those who were received 
into the church by baptism upon their belief of the resurrection as an 
article of their profession, he would not have said “ whai shall they 
do which are baptized for the dead,” but “ what shall we all do, what 
shall the whole christian church do which is baptized for the dead?’ as 
the resurrection is an article in the profession of faith made by every 
christian, and baptism is an ordinance not peculiar to one class of chris- 
tians, but one common to all. 

But as the opinions which have been advanced upon the subject are 
numerous, and as we have now noticed sume of the principal of these, 
without spending more time in noticing any others, we remark that the 
view of the passage which appears least exceptionable, which is best 
supported by the context, and which gives the passage the greatest 
weight in proof of the resurrection, is to understand the apostle as 
speaking here not of literal but of figurative or metaphorical baptism, and 
as intending by it, extreme and deep distress and suffering. Our Lord 
evidently uses the term in this acceptation, when he calls his sufferings 
and especially his last and greatest ones “a baptism.” “ Butl have a 
baptism to be baptized with, and how am I straitened till it be accom- 
plished,” (Luke xii. 50.) The tern is used in the same acceptation, (Mark 
x, 38, 39. see also Mat. xx. 22, 23.) and in this sense of the term, mar- 
tyrdom was called by the ancients, “a bloody baptism.” By those 
then who were baptized for the dead we would understand those who 
had suffered much because of the doctrine of the resurrection of the 
dead, whe had been plunged as it were, and overwhelmed in severe 
sufferings because of their belief, profession, or preaching of this doc- 
trine. And in confirmation of this view of the passage let the follow- 
ing things be considered :— 

First, as already observed, the persons spoken of are but a 
particular class of Christians who appear to have undergone or 
suffered something that was not common to the whole chris- 
tian church; and so it does not appear that the whole christian 
church either in the apostle’s days or at any other period, had suffered 
persecution because of their belief of the resurrection of the dead, but 
only some individuals, whom the apostle here seems to be describing, 
when he speaks of them as being “ baptized for the dead.” 

Second, this view of the passage we think is strongly confirmed by 
the context; thus verse 30th, he says, “ and why stand we in jeopardy 
every hour?” as if he had said, “If the doctrine of the resurrection be 
not true, what shall they do who have undergone every kind of suffer- 
ing on account of it; and not only they, but even we ourselves, why 
do we undergo all manner of evils, and even every hour endanger our 
very lives for the sake of it, if it be not true?” and in the 32d verse 
he says, “If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at 
Ephesus, what advantageth it me if the dead rise not?” thus very 
forcibly arguing that if the dead rise not, it could be no advantage to 
him to undergo such trials, and even to be exposed to the fury of wild 
beasts or of men more furious than wild beasts, for the sake of this 
doctrine: but declares that instead of running such risks, or encounter- 
ing such dangers, it were far better to adopt the creed of the Epicu- 
reans, “ Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die.” 
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Third, this view of the passage is further confirmed by the fact. 
there was no doctrine of christianity either held or taught by dp 
christians, which was more hateful to the he athen, or on aceoust 
which they were more exposed to persecution than the doctrine of 4 
resurrection. The first persecution of which we have any accoun 
after the ascension of our Lord. was occasioned by “ preaching throush 
Jesus the resurrection from the dead,” as is evident from Ac Is iv, % 
3. Paul was insulted and derided at Athens, called a ~ babbler” fa 
“a setter forth of strange Gods; because he preached unto them Jegys 
and the resurrection,” (Acts xvii. 18, 19, compared with verse 82d.) Ayg 
we find that it ‘vas for “ the hope and resurrection of the dead” tha: 
he was “ called in question,” and accused by the Jews on another occa. 
sion, (Acts ii. 3, 6. compared with chapter xxvi. 6, 7, 8.) Aud thus jt | 
pears, that there was no doc trine held or taught by the first christiy :. 
that exposed them more to persecution than that of the resurrection 
the dead: so that if these things are duly considered, they should {yg 
considerable weight, we think, in confirmation of the view of the i: 
sage which we have adopted. But we are sensible that it may be sjj 
here, that the same objection may be urged against this as against jhe 
former “opinion which we noticed; that it may be ol jected that the mere 
fact of persons undergoing persecution, and endangering their lives 
because of their profession and belief of any parti icular doctrine, is no 
more a proof of the truth of that doctrine, than the fact ef persoiis 
having a religious ordinance administered to them upon a profession of 
their faith in the doctrine, as they may be mistaken in the one case ag 
well as in the other, and so the doctrine be untrue after all. Butit may 
be remarked that the two cases are not precisely the same; persons 
submitting to the administration of a religious rite, have no sacrifices 
whatever to make, and to make a profession of our faith in a doetriy 
and to have a religious ordinance administered to us accordingly, is the 
easiest thing imaginable: but th: case is quite altered when we are 
called to make great sacrifices on account of our belief of any particu 
doctrine, and when persons are found willing to undergo persecution of 
every kind, to sustain the loss of atl things, yea even of life itseli, rather 
thau renounce their belief of it; it surely affords something more con- 
siderable in favor of that doctrine, than the mere fact of their receiving 
a religious ordinance asa testimony of their belief of it. But even 
granting the objection in all its force, it does not divest the passage, as 
we have viewed it, of due weight in proof of the doctrine in question; 
viewed in this light, it affords an argument for the resurrection, of the 
sane kind as that drawn from martyrdom in favor of the christian re! 
gion, which, although it does not amount to a positive proof, yet when 
taken i in connection with other testimony, affords a strong collateral 
proof in favor of the doctrine in question. In conclusion, the view 
which we have taken of the passage, of all others which we have seen 
advanced, appears to give it the greatest weight in proof of the doctrine 
in question, aud to be most strongly coufirmed by the context as we have 
endeavored to shew. B 
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Ant. II. Remarks on the subject of a Public Profession. 
ne ago* I offered a few observations on the nature of a reli- 
mn, and the grounds on which it ought to rest. It ought 
ived by the heart in all its articles, especially those which are 
ishing, as being in substance the testimony of God in his word. 
‘ ought to be our ruling motive fer making a public profes- 
, $y means of believing and professing it We expect that our 
» to live and “ gfow up into him in ail things who is the Head, 
hrist’’—Such were some of the leading thoughts which were ad- 
| had intended according to promise, to have added to them 
his time, but was providentially hindered. I now propose to 
ne the subject, if peradventure it may be the means of calling at- 
n to its bearing upon the present state of matters in the churches. 
The view of a profession just given is identified with the true pros- 
tyof Zion. If her members and her officers have it thus daily at 
rt, she will have “peace and prosperity within her walls:” but if 
. sad reverse must be her case. I|t is therefore all-important that 
s view of it be most particularly regarded, in the fullowing iustan- 


First. In the admission of persons to communion, and especially at the 


rmation of anew congregation, The persons then received are the nu- 

is on Which it forms, and they not untrequently impart their own char- 

rand spirit to the whole society. It is from among them that elders 
acons have to be chosen: And they are called imm ‘diately to ad- 
ister the ordinances of goverumeut and discipline. How much, then, 
r God, depends the spiritual prosperity aud permanency of the so- 
ty upon the views which these persous have of the profession! ‘Those 
}are appointed to preside on the occasion ought to have their hearts 

y impressed with their responsibility. Great deliberation is 1c cessary 

—also minute discrimination, and solemn and particular inquiries as to 

r understanding of the profession and the estimate which they may 
ave formed of its distinguishing doctrines. It must be obvious that their 
slimate ol tne special end of the separate association can rise no higher 
in this Whatever it may be. How conciliatory soever may be the 
terms in Which they speak of them if they have not found a solid basis 
them in the word of God, neither have they found it for our sepa- 
ite association. And what then, | ask, has a society to expect from 
r being laid in its foundations ? 

Sccond. In the choice and ordination of men to the office of elders, 
For if men chosen to rule in the congregation, either do not under- 
stand our peculiar principles and Presbyterian government and disci- 

ue in particular, or do not feel thoroughly persuaded that itis the 

y scriptural government, or regard it only:in a doctrinal point of 

Was correct, but not with faith an! love as an ordinance of Christ 

r the edifying of his body; they cannot either in their separate or 
idicial capac ty pursue the proper end of their office. Their motives, 
propositious and votes cannot be of a higher order than their views. 
And if there be either error or defect in their views it will infect the 
Whole society. If then the congregation would be faithful aad obedi- 
entunto the Head of the church, aud receive in their own souls the mea- 
sure of spiritual benefit desigued by the ordinance of goverument, let 
them consider well the spiritual nature and design of goverument, the 


*See page 4Y, vol. xiv. 
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connection of its faithful administration with the good of souls, 
prosperity of the church, and the scriptural qualifications of 
when they are about to look out from among them, men to be 
for this work. 

Third. In the training and licencing of young men to preach {jp 
gospe!. It is exceedingly important to the whole body ecclesiastic th 
they should be thorougly acquainted with the peculiar principles of their 
profession. On them the whole dependence under God is placed {, 
maintaining them in their full weight upon the practice within the 
church, and for defending them without her. If a ministry shall jp 
suffered to rise up within her with a very limited and imperfect under. 
standing of these principles or with an undervalue of them in their 
hearts, how are these two great ends to be accomplished ? or how is she 
to maintain her separate standing? If young men enter the pulpit 
conceiving the distinguishing tenets of the Secession to be antiquated 
notions, which have little to do in that place, and still less in the prac 
tice of godliness, our association must soon come to nothing, or continue 
only in the name. 

Fourth. When a congregation makes choice ¢f a minister, instead of 
looking chiefly to his appearance and the modulations of his voice, &¢, 
their first and leading inquiry should be, does he truly esteem the pecu. 
liar tenets of the Secession, and is he able to defend them? People 
are generally too easily satisfied at such atime. They have, it may 
be, been long without public ordinances, and are exceedingly anxious to 
enjoy them. ‘They look upon his mission by a Seceding Presbytery as 
guarantee sufficient for his orthodoxy, and they are much pleased with 
the few discourses which they have heard. And he, on his part, equal- 
ly desirous to be settled, is willing to make the best appearance that lie 
can. A pastoral relation is soon formed. And in these circumstances 
there is great temptation to overlook the end of their association alto. 
gether. 

I am persuaded that a great portion of the present distress of the 
churches arises from want of this view of a Public Profession, and par- 
ticularly of its distinguishing truths. It will not be deemed uncharita- 
ble to suppose that small congregations are frequently found to be ver 
anxious to have the countenance and support of their neighbors, in order 
to gain a certain point—the settlement of a minister among them. Be- 
fore they are aware of it they are afraid to refuse any one that applies 
for membership—and afraid to exercise discipline on such of their num- 
ber as fall under it, lest their cause become unpopular. Many things 
in this way are excused because they want a minister. If they hada 
minister they promise to themselves that he will set every thing in 
order. A minister is at length settled among them, and he finds the ne- 
cessity still greater for touching softly with discipline and doctrine. 
Every one had strained to the utmost to make out a support for the 
man—Prejudices against distinguishing tenets had been soothed—and 
irregularities had been overlooked to make up the face of a congregation 
and swell the subscription. And if he were to take hold of things by 
their right names and handle them as a faithful honest man, the social 
fabric would fall down about him and he would be forced to seek another 
home. But he on his part has his motives which induce him powertul- 
ly to prevent such an issue if possible. He was as desirous to accept 
of a call as they were to give one. He wishes to be popular and suc- 
cessful. Anda great number of communicants gathered in a short time 
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ry flattering thing. And charitable hope comes in as a salvo to 
cience and says, “if we only had them, soft dealing and grad- 
truction will eventually gain them over to the profession.” On 
heme he commences his operations. <A great number of young 

| old of both sexes apply for membership, some because he has handled 
vartit if ir sub ec tto thei ir liking, others from the nove! ity ot the thing, 
ors from a liking to his person, and others only because they have 

-cess toanother church. But he sets the whole to the account of 
na piety and Ais preaching aud they are received. For a little while 
there is a great flow of good feeling and self-gratulation all around. 
But this state of things cannot without a miracle be expected to con- 
tinue. In the course of a very few years the force of such principles 
js spent. The profession and the communion is no more a new thing. 
The man in the pulp itis no more like the same person, and he has 
foults | and defects! He happens unwarily to handle some distin; guish- 
ing principle which calls forth a host of prejudices. And now winis- 
ter, session and congregation begin to realize their true situation. And 

ev find that inste: ad of a congregation drawn together by an affinity 

f views and princip les for the purpose of glorifying God and edifying 

one another in a holy scriptural profession, they are a heterogeneous 
mass brought together to scourge one another for hypocrisy and slack 
dealing. 

A war of mutual recrimination commences. The people say they 
never knew that such things belonged to the profession, otherwise the y 
would never have joined it. The Session after the very old fashion 

shift the blame off themselves on to their minister, and he on his part 
says the people assented at their admission to the profe ssion. ‘This 
brings on a very sad state of things in a suc iety profe ‘ssing to be walk- 
ing in love, Jealousy and dislike take the place of confidence and 
love. Edification is atan end. And now it . manifest that they were 
in a preferable state when th-y were but two or three meeting toge ther 
ina prayer meeting and had no minister and no congregation at all, 
And why is it so, christian reader? Js it not, because the two or three 
were drawn together by the force of a living faith in the distinguishing 
principles of their provession, persuaded that it was more for the glory 
of F the ( God of truth and their own edification to meet on these princi- 
es, two or three, than to meet with two or three hundred who either 
disbelieved them or disesteemed them? When they were but two or 
three, they could not conscientiously join in fellow ship with any other 
', because these distinguishing principles could have no place in it. 
They chose to stand singular and alone—that is—they chose to stand 
with these principles in preferenc: e to standing with men who denied 
them. In this they were on solid ground—were not ashamed of Christ’s 
words before men. but did openly bear witness to the same. But now 
they have done what in effect is not different from joining another 
church—they have gathered around them a congregation of people who 
itmay be know very little and care less about these distinguishing 
principles. Yet they have not altered from their original views, but 
they have lost in some measure the abiding sense of their importance to a 
daily walk in fellowship with God and his people, which ounce they had, 
in their haste to get a congregation gathered; and this was the fertile 
source of all the trouble. This being lost their heart lost its balance, 
they became weary of being few, and despised the day of smali things. 
Their value for ordinances. becume disproportion: ite; 100 great for 
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those that are public, too small for those that are private, They by 
came impatient of God's providence, and made haste to jneress, ., 
numbers, which like a wall daubed with untempered mortar, now swe 
out into an open and a wide breach. 

If the minister above supposed, has been betrayed by flattering ). 
pearances and his own vanity and selfishness together into the disiores, 
abl - situation which | have described, but is after ail honest and hear 
in his profession, he will probably resolve to breast the storm ang Ri 
trace his steps, and in doing so, he will have many an opportunity of 
seeing the great importance of a living faith in the doctrines, especialiy 
the distinguishing doctrines of his profession. He will find that fai). 
ful preaching and pointed applications which ought to be his Constant 
study, and the people’s delight, will give offence and create difficy)yics 
where the people have been admitted without a due regard to these 
And if the Session have been chosen without a supreme regard to these 
principles he may find them alike unqualified and unwilling to bring oj 
fenders against the profession to discipline. ? 

I will take the liberty of supposing a few cases, that I may carry out 
the illustration of my point. I will suppose a member is found to be 
guilty of “ occasional hearing,” as it is termed, or going to join in public 
ordinances with some body of christians, whose public creed stands 0. 
posed in one or more points to the public testimony which we hele 
given to the world. Perhaps there is no other point upon which people 
more readily or fully discover their deficiency of correct views of q 
Public Profession and of a living faith in its distinguishing truths than 
this. It is admitted that the reason commonly and solemuly avowed, 
at admission, for making this profession, viz:—that all its doctrines and 
especially those by which it is distinguished from other professions are 
taught in the word of Gud—is the only one approved either by Scripture 
or sound reason. 

Then it must be admitted to be an imperative duty not only to carry 
about in our minds an opinion of their scriptural correctness, buta living 
faith of them in our hearts, which wakes them a rule of practice, and 
the omission of this must be a sin; much more must the profession and 
practive opposite to them be asin. When I go in and _ join in public 
worship with a people whose public creed is opposed to my avowed 
testimony, if but in one point, my profession and practice for the time 
is in plain contradiction to that one point before a multitude of its known 
oppesers. My conduct is therefore a sin, as palpable a breach of the 
ninth commandment as my going for once in a company of thieves and 
helping them to steal one article, would be a breach of the eighth. 
This is the grave character of “ occasional hearing” according to the 
solemn avowal of faith made at admission. And every argument to 
defend or excuse the practice serves only to show that that solemn 
avowal of the profession was made either in ignorance or in hypocrisy. 
And many are the spurious arguments and subtle evasions used for this 
end, and if the session themselves are not correct and hearty abvut 
this point it will be impossible to exercise discipline with comfort or good 
effect. 

They may say “but after all what harm can there be in hearing 4 
good gospel sermon?” This is a frequent plea and I will endeavor to 
do it all justice. Ihave no doubt that “good gospel sermons” are 
preached in a great many ecclesiastical connections, and I rejoice at \t. 
But the soundness of the matter delivered on a particular occasion 's 
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t the only thing that is needful to justify the act of hearing. If it 
pam nose there is not: 1 preacher ot aL description which | misht 
» justified in hearing at times; and | do not know why Paol should 

n so grieved when the damsel said ‘These men are the 


) 


VW 


ser- 
of the most high God, and show unto us the way of salvation,’ 
why Satan should be rebuked for saying “I know thee who thou 
¢ holy One of God,” for both were undoubted truths and sounder 
ay than was preached in most or any of the Synagogues. ‘The 
of the Preacher must be taken into the account. He has a yeaa’ 

jar desigu perhaps for the day and the text, and perhaps the audi- 
e which may sometimes harmonize well enough with ou professed 
but he has besides this a/ways a yeneral design, which is 10 main- 

and support his entire system of faith and worship. This he hon- 

siy avows, and supports, and by his ordination he is bound to do so, 
and in his own apprehension he does it. He ascends the pulpit not 
as the preacher of this one “good gospel sermon’ only, but as the 
eee Aa of the entire system, and as such, you must hear him, if you 
he irhim at all. When he prays for the success of the truth throughout 
. world, he means at the very least, if he is an honest man, the suc- 
cess of his whole system, and you are there standing with the rest, and 


understood by all to give it vour Amen, or else you are plaving the 


hypocrite Now there is in his system at least, one proposition that is 
contrary to the word of God and your profe ssion; and you know what 
You in hearing this “‘ good gospel sermon ” hear and countenance 
reacher of this known error, and outwardly give your “amen” to 
tand bid it “*God speed.” ‘This is to bear false witness for God. 

This is pot a forced construction. You do not pretend to know be- 

re hand what the text or the sermon is to be. When you go, 

solved to hear such a preacher of such a profession, and if he should 
ivance and support the only one erroneous proposition in his ereed, he 
s still the very preacher which you went on purpose to hear. 

This then is the true account of the hearing “a good gospel sermon.” 
The harm lies in turning your back upon one part of the truth which 
you have solemnly professed to believe in your heart, and giving the 
countenance due to it, to an error. , 

Some say they go only when they have no sermon of their own— 
thers go because they were from home on a journey, and they must 

ther hear somewhere or be ina tavern on the sabbath—others go. 

i they say it is only on a week day. ‘The husband goes with his wife, 
ind the wile goes with her husband ; others go because, the ‘vsay © Pro- 
vidence has cast their lot where there is no society hok ling their own 
profession, and they take the next best.” To eac hof these I will offer 
i few things to show that they, in going, abandon the ground upon which 

ey took up their profession. 

They took up their profession because they found it in all its articles 

be agreeable to the word of God, not as a system of correct opinio ns 
simply, but as the commandments of Christ for the obedience of faith 
Suppose now, that “ they have no sermon of their own” 
r lor six months, how is that to affect either their belief or their prac- 

The reasons for believing and professing as the »y have done, re- 
nain the same during this interval that they were before, and the bind- 
ug power of the truth to a consistant practice is unabated—is univer- 
8a and perpetual, ‘The languaye of their plea is, that their faith and 
practice in their professiun is conditional. ‘They will always believe 
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and practice according to the profession they now make if they cang 
ways have public preaching according toit. But public preaching \ 
must have. And if it cannot be had ¢ accoraing to truth, they must hy: 
it according to some error or errors. ‘This is to abandon for a time the 
word of God as the reason of their faith and practice, and to set uy 
its place public pre uching. And moreover it is to “despise the ¢ haste 
ing of the Lord” in visiting them for their trial with a silent sabbai) 
and to say, they will have preaching if it should be at the eXpense ¢ of 
countenancing acknowledged error. 

To those on a journey, who plead for it as the only alternative 4 
remaining in a tavern on the sabbath, I say, it is a grievous affliction 
a godly person to be in some taverns on the sabbath day. But may not 
God visit us with such an affliction? and if we are lawfully called to 
be from home on the sabbath, is it not to be viewed as his visitation,’ 
Unquestionably it is. We may at all times use lawful means to be pp. 
lieved from affliction, that is, any means that may be used without gig, 
The question then is, whether we can go and worship in another eccle 
siastical connection without committing a known sin. Now, it is plain 
from what has been already said, that we know beforehand that the 
preacher preaches at least one error and if we go we must be resolved 
to hear itif he should bring it forth, and to make as much of an exter. 
nal appearance of receiving it as the rest of the audience, so far we bid 
him ‘God speed” in his public opposition to our testimony, and so far 
condemn ourselves for having testified against his error. 1 may safely 
leave the candid reader to judge whether a or not this conduct is sinful. and 
which ef the two ways consists most with a tender regard for Gods 
holy name—staying over sabbath when God in holy providence has 
brought us. in a tavern (which is the world in minature) where we 
are not understood to assent to any thing that passes—or going volunte- 
rily to hear one or more of God’s truths publicly condemned and the 
op posite errors taught, where our very presence Is an implied assent! 

Those that ple: id for going on week-days generally allow that it 
would be inconsistent and sinful to go on the sabbath. I have yet to learn 
how the day of the week can make any difference. Do you mean to 
say that what is error on the sabbath is sound truth on monday! or 
that the aks ge a does not sustain the same relation to his prote Ssi0l 
on that week day? or thatit is not public worship? 1 know not where 
your plea for justification lies, unless you say that you do not go to 
worship atall, but are only curious to hear what may be said. ‘l’o go 
to a worshipping assembly from curiosity, can never in any case be jus 
tified. You are there from curiosity, and yet your appearance ther? 
says you are a worshipper. Can you clear this conduct of hypocrisy 
and deceit? I can not. Is not your testimony the same on a week: 
day that it is on sabbath? Why then change your conduct on it? 

The husband goes with his wife to her church. But the word | 
God and his solemn profession continue to speak the same language 
respecting that church since he has “ married a wife” that it did be- 
fore. lis claims of obedience are supreme and without limitation or 
reserve. If it isto gratify her, he does it at the expense of refusing 
obedience to the truth. If it is to win her over to Ais. profession, he 
takes the most absurd method to accomplish it, namely, to countenance 
her ina public opposition to it. Sometimes a wife goes because lier 
husband goes. ‘That is at once to give that respect and obedience 10 


her husband’s judgment and practice, which belongs only to the word of 
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ran" she said that she so believed and profe -ssed, because 
id it in the Bible, now she so believes and professes because she 
t to be her husband's belief and profession. She makes her hus- 
her bible. No such obedience is due to a husband as this. No 
natural affection can go this far without making a god of its object. 
if she ever understood, or was sincere in her own profession, she knows 
him to be 1 error. If every word of God may cause a man to live, 
avery error persisted in may dumn ; and yet she thinks it due affection 
, ° with him and drink it in! Would not intelligent love rather sav 
«eamne thou with us and we will surely do thee good for the Lord hath 
spoken good concerning Israel ”"—* cease to hear the instruction that 
cauat th to err. 
~ Others go aud hear where they know some error to be taught “ but 
they are cast ina p jlace where they have no other society.” If their ex- 
cuse is good it amounts to this—that their faith and obedience to some 
truths of God in their profession must be understood to be upon condi- 
tion that they be in a place where they can have their own sociely, and 
that if they are at any time not in such a place they shall be free, and 
t shall be their duty to take part with those that public ly deny and op- 
nose those truths. This is to make society and place the rule of their 
practice instead of the unchangeable, infallible word of God, which is 
alike true and binding on the conscience in every place of God's crea- 
tion. There is in this, and all the other cases, a common error with 
res pect toa profession of the truth, viz. that the only business it Is 
the salvation of souls, whereas this is neither the only ‘business of it, nor 
egreatest. To glorify the God of truth by holding it up in Pac ao 
tion from all error, must ever be its greatest design, to which, even the 
salvation of the soul must be second—never separate, but always second. 
Of course this ought to be the first consideration with every godly pro- 
fessor ; how is he to make the truth of his profession fall distinctly under 
the notice of those around him? If he goes and worships with them, 
he conceals it from them, or if perchance it shall be mentioned at all, it 
is necessarily done in such a way as to convey the expression to them 
that he thinks it of no great importance ; but when he stands out from 
their public fellowship, it is just the reverse ; the peculiar truths of his 
profession stand out and alone with him, and are presented in an impor- 
tant light and as preferable to the society of the best of men, who are 
}any known error. This never fails to give him opportunity to speak 
in behalf of those truths—and to bring them constantly befure the pub- 
lic in his separate and distinct practice; nay more, he may, and he 
ought to, like the solitary man of Macedonia, send prayers up to Heaven 
and respectful, pressing petitions to his Presbytery, saying ‘come over 
and help us;” and for the success of this means to hold up the truth of 
our profession, | would summon the congregations in the West to wit- 
lt is the overlooking or not duly weighing this chief design of a pub- 
lic profession, or not retaining on our hearts a deep sense of our obliga- 
n to this holding up the truth as a paramount duty. and allowing cir- 
cumstances and persons, and our personal comfort to bear in upon our 
regard beyond all due measure, that gives rise to the sin of occasional 
hearing, and creates the apathy in solitary families towards the erecting 
of our standard in new places. And this we fear is chargeable, not on 
private members only, but on all, on ministers, preachers and elders and 
people. Would it not be well to inquire whether or not, this is the rea- 
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matters stand as they do this day in church courts! 
The eflects of the conduct above referred to. , 


to be noticed a little. 
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I will sup pose the case of him who made | 
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If our government and discipline were 7 
as an ordinance of Christ, if 
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error, 
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it is avowed, he must go over his conviction and eontrar V to the ligh) 


his understanding. 
weakening 


The necessary 
of these convictions; 
danger from the op posite error. 
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and of his corresponding sens 
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must eventually expire, and his understanding, 
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in other words, he 
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Again. Can the man in the supposed case cast off 
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Therefore, 


» him our church becomes extinct, 


and if al! 
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This 1s one effect. 


of the profession as much as ever. 
has not changed. 


Is not this delusion ? 


Yea, | 


regard for this 
truth and for no more? He says that he still approves the ry 


ie Will insist: on vou tha: 
‘Truth is one, as muchas | 


law is, and he that hath cast off one single jot hath brought down 
esteem for the whole system in equal proportion, 


equal temp tation to cast off obedience to everv truth in turn. 


He wants only 


already does it lie cold and pari lytic upon his conscience and his he 
Alre ady the man is under some new and strange impulse mason § 


his forme r life. 


Gi 


Art. 












II]. Societyism further Investigated. 


And it will be God’s singular mercy if he does not tu 


out a full grown Infidel at the last. EGO. 


one 
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ier 
tak 


Mr. Evrror—Onur hearts desire, and prayer to God is, that the groans 
of the oppressed, and the sighs of the needy, may no longer ascend to 


ul, as a witness against this guilty nation, but that we 


as a nal 


might evidence our love and gratitude to God, whom we have not se 
for the many signal favors he has conferred on us, by loving our brother 
whom we have seen, and deeply sympathizing with the oppress 
“that the man of the earth may no more oppress.” Bu! 
God his commanded us to work, as well as to pray, we consider it our 
imperative duty to use all lawful means, for the consummation of these 
desired objects, in which we take so intense ar interest. 

In a previous communication, we expressed our anxiety, to see 


pre ay ing, 


suhje ct of Societyism thoroughly investigated ; 


opinion, 


much desired object, viz: 
No. of the Monitor, 
Rev 


I. 


is one lawful means in the hands of God. 





the abolition of slavery. 
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which, in our hum! 


to bring about t 


In the Novemt er 


you have given an extract, from a Sermon, by t 
Mitchell, of Northampton, Mass., ‘On Means of Refora.” 
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Sermon precludes, nearly, if net altogether, all efforts for any 
efurm, except what emanates from the Church—now, with all 
leference to the judgment of those who may differ from us, in the 
ns, but who have the great end at heart, namely, moral reform, we 
ot sve. that the organization of moral societies, can be any infringe- 
n the prerogatives of the church, as they do not assume any du- 
tare peculiar to the gospel minister, such as preac hite Christ 
| or administering the sacraments, or exercising the discipline 
church. We have previously said, that God has enjoined on us 
sto perform to our fellow-man, as members of civil society. Christ 
njoined the performance et these duties in the strongest language. 
s description of the final judgment, he has awed us by his threaten- 
s, and allnred us by his promises. These duties are e njoine ‘d oul every 
er of civil society that is capable of reflection; if in the provi- 
eof God they are c ‘alled to the performance of them. We consider 
duty to p srovoke all to love and good works. This opinion is in 
lance with the Confession of Faith, viz: “that what is forbidden 
niall to ourselves, we are bound according to our places to 
leavor, that itmay be avoided, or performed by others, according to 
duty of their places.” (See Larger Catechism, rule 7th, for the 
ght understanding of the ten commandments.) Now, seeing that 
e are duties that are enjoined on every member of civil society, 
ugh they may act from very different motives; the christian’s su- 
emotive will be the vlory of God. 

We propose to call forth the combined efforts of the community ; as 
ire better than one—as iron sharpeneth iron, so a man sharpeneth 
euntenance of his friend. Pau! availed himself, of the interest of 
Pharisees, although they were averse to him as a christian. 

isa means to effect this combination of effort, we propose to organize 
{nti-Slavery societies throughout the community ; employ ageuts, cir- 
ite tracts and periodicals, embracing our sentiments; invoke the aid 
ithe pulpit, wield the power of the press, and implore the church to 
ve herself of the sin of Slavery, disavowing all fellowship with the 
fruitful works of darkness. We readily admit that the church should 
first in every good word and work. Dost thou envy for her sake? 
Would to God that every member of community would consider it 
r duty to diffuse good principles. If the church is folding her hands 
ndolence, that will not excuse us from doing our duty. The Sama- 
| was not so fastidious, as to wait, to go up to Je rusalem for autho- 
rily from the chief priests and elders! be fore he § gave the man assistance 
who fell amongst the thieves; nor can we think, that the Priest and Le- 
would hi ve been out of their duty, had they assoviated themselves, 

n with this Samaritan in his labor of love—if the work had been so 

it, that he would have had, “to put to more strength,” than his 

vo, as had Ebedmelech the Ethiopean, in his labor of love to Jere- 
Sut with reference to the extracts of the sermon— 
- author first speaks of the Apostles forming churches. He says, 

‘se churches were their moral socicties, , they did not appear to have 
ied any other;” he says, “they did not.’ Well, without professing to 

wevery organiz: 1ti0Nn whic h the Apostle »s formed, or ever yv means the y 

lonted for the spre sad of good prince iples ; as they speak of fellow la- 
rers, who we know did not preach, (Phil. iv. 3.) one thing is cer- 
ain, society was in a very different situation, in those countries where 
‘he Apostles visited, from what it is at present in our own. It would 
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not be a plan, that our own missionaries would, very likely, take 
planting the gospel in unlightened countries, where the minds of the 
inhabitan s were totally uninlightened in first principles. “ Wisq om 
profitable to dire ct.” He says, “those societies were responsible go, ~ 
ties ;’ so are members of moral societies responsible to the rules oj 
their associations. He further says “they were homogeneous,”  \y, 
would rejoice to see the day again, that this society was homogenenys 
when they would exclude all “Achans from the camp—the troublers of 
Israel, and when the watzhmen on Zion’s walls would see eve to 
eve; when she would move in one solid phalanx against the compo, 
enemies. She would then be as terrible as an army with banners. 
Our author further says, “ they were catholic societies ; for the purpos. 
of benefitting the whole of mankind, without distinction of color.” « 
is the Anti-Slavery Society as much for the benefit of the white-skinneg 
master, as the black-skinned slave, yea, for the benefit of our whole 
nation. He further says, “they were permanent societies.” We do 
not profess to vie with the church in any of her glorious attributes; w; 
would rejoice to see the time, when the cause of the organization of 
this society would cease; when it would be no more necessary for 
every man to teach his neighbor, saying, “ Sirs, ye are brethren, why 
do ye wrong one to another ?” “ whatsoever ye would that men sh ould 
do to you, do ye evea so to them.” Our author further says, “on these 
societies, the churches of Christ, the founders of them relied under 
God, for the renovation of the world, ‘ ve are the salt of the earth, ye 
are the light of the world,’ and the Lord of glory, has pledged himself 
to be with them. He has wrought wonders by means of these socie- 
ties; all the real reformations that have taken place in the world, from 
Christ till now, have probably been owing to the action of christian 
churches.” Though the church, in her organized capacity, is more ein- 
phatically “the salt of the earth,” and “the light of the world ;” 

it is the duty of every individual and association, to transfuse thes se 
qualities. Surely the church stands in a very responsible situation : she 
is both to preserve and enlighten the world. What are we to think of 
her preservative qualities, when our moral system is in such a state of 
putrifaction ' We trust the salt has not lost its savour, “ for wherewith 
shall it be seasoned?” The church is a city set on a hill, her light 
should shine before men. What kind of light does she generally diffuse, 
respecting the question now pending ? May it not be truly said of her 
in a inajority of her branches, that she has put her light under a bushel 
We rejoice to see her “looking forth as the morning, fair as the moon, 
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners.” And we re- 
joice that the Lord has pledged himself to be with her to the end of the 
world. We have no idea, that moral societies should supercede the 
necessity of the existence af the church.“ The Lord loveth the gates 
of Zion more than all the dweilings of Jacob.” And it is our desire 
that we may do sotoo, All the real reformations that have taken place 
in the world, from Christ till now, we will say not only, * probably.” 
but certainly have taken place, by means of the light diflused by the 
holy scriptures, and the faithful preaching, of many of the servants o! 
Christ. 

Where did Luther receive the light that illuminated his mind, in that 
dark age of the church, bet from ‘the holy scriptures? Where do we 
get the duty of magistrate and subject, and all other relative dutics, 
which we owe to God and our fellow men? Where did the framers ¢! 
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sp American bill of rights, get their light, that all men were created 
al. but from the holy scriptures? “God hath made of one blood, all 
ions of men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth.” It is the 

- scriptures which teach the doctrine, “whi iulsoever ye would that 

. should do to you, do ve even so to them.” The 2V also teac h, = open 
vour mouth for the dumb,—remember them that are in bonds. as 

yod with the m; and them that suffer adversity, as being ourselves also 

1 the body.’ They also teach, if we find our fellow man in a suffering 
situation promptly to give him relief if in our power. This law of 

ve is indeed exceeding broad—it also says, * Thou shalt not hate thy 

ther in thy heart; thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neignbor, and 

t suffer sin upon him.” This is our ‘authority for doing these things. 
The partic ‘ular manner of performance is left to human prudence, not 
nconsistent with christian principles. The rule will here apply. “ Let 

things be done decently and in order.’ In the performance of these 
duties we look for the blessing from God. We cannot call them “ mea- 
sures of our own,” when we are performing duties, that God hath en- 
ined on us, as members of civil society. He hath made use of moral 
societies, as links in the chain of means, to bring about his purposes— 
he has certainly wrought by their means for the abolition of slavery and 
the foreign slave trade, 

In the y ear 1787, there was an Anti-Slavery Society formed in Eng- 
land, showing the enormity of slavery, and the fureign slave-trade. 
By its means, that trade, and slave sry, have been abolished i in the Bri- 

tish dominions. No doubt, the truth was also faithfully preached from 
many a pulpit. In 1785 there was an Abolition Society formed in 
New-York, and one also in Pennsylvania. The light they diffused, was 
ihe means of abolishing slavery in those states. Nodoubt the pulpit, in 
many instances, ably advocated the same measures. The discussion of 
slavery at present, is shaking this nation to its centre; the action of 
these societies no doubt is one efficient cause, which we trust will be a 
means of making this nation “consider her ways;” lest she say in her 
heart, the Lord ‘delay eth his coming, and go on and beat their fellow 
servants, and eat and drink, and be drunken ; and the Lord come in an 
hour, when she is not aware, and cut us off from being a nation. If 

2 watchman is asleep, or neglects to do his duty ; would it not be the 
duty of any member of the commnany to raise the alarm, if he sau 


ipproaching danger? Alas? “tell it not in Gath,” and must we bring 
he charge anainet the church, of unfaithfulness in this case? has she 
lone her duty? We know of but three branches of the christian church 
| these United States who have raised a voice against Slavery; by 
making it a term of communion, viz: the Reformed Pre sbyterian, the 
\ssociate Vhurch, and the Friends, or Quakers. ‘The two former are 
by no means numerous. Are there not slave-holding ministers, in al] 
the other branches of the professed church of Christ? Do not large 
ecclesiastical bodies come out openly and defend slavery from the Bible: 
thus perverting scripture, without any rebuke from their respective 
hurches’?’’ When church officers refuse to do their Master’s work, 
iglit they to be offended, if a good Samaritan comes along and takes the 
Wi " out of their hands, and bears the glory? If the children in the 
ile, had not raised their Hosannas to the son of David, the stone »g 
we aid have cried out. Is it not deplorable, that gospel ministers do 
not lift up their voice like a trumpet, when there are such flagrant yio- 
lations of christian love, as to hold our brother man as property’ Are 
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they not willfully blind, who cannot see the enormity of this er; 


7 a , me, in 
the blaze of the light of the nineteenth century? Dumb dogs! a 


cannot bark, sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber, yea are the 
many of them greedy dogs, participating in the gain of this accursed s,, 


they 
rer r 
s 

tern? Is it not joining with the worst kind of thieves in sin? How ¢,. 
such a man teach moral honesty? “ Thou that sayest, another should 
not steal, dost thou steal?” What a grievous departure from duty. ¢, 
a minister of the meek and lowly Jesus, to let avarice and despotism 
have sv much the ascendancy! Is this the way they evidence their Joy. 
to their Master, ty keeping his commandments? 

Truly, there is a momentous duty to be performed, the renovation of 
the church, and the purification of the sons of Levi: and who js ab\, 
for these things’ Where is the work to commence? or who are to bp 
the instraments! Our author says, “supposing it to be undertakey jy 
every city, town, and hamlet in the land, who can propose a better work 
than this? we will shut the Bible and hear what it is.” We say. keer 
your Bible open in every work of reform, it will teach you how to 
walk, in all the departments of life, both in the church aud in the world. 
We can see plainly from its precepts and examples, that there cannot 
be a better work, than the renovation of the church; and we also see. 
there cannot be a more necessary one—which is part of our plan to in- 
voke the pulpit, to come up “to the help of the Lord against the mighty,” 
and to implore the church to purge herself from the sin of Slavery, 
We know there have been many eminent champions of the cross of 
Christ, who have shown their valor, in inclucating the performance of 
this part of the christian duty of love to our ucighbors; but without con- 
troversy, as a whole, they are very delinquent. We have great reliance 
on the truth of God, preached faithfully from the pulpit, particularly on 
the holy Sabbath—we have no idea of d'shonoring God, by neglecting 
his institutions, or withdrawing our confidence from them. We count 
it a paramount duty to attend on the ordinance of preaching on the 
holy Sabbath: this we consider our duty to do, but not leave the other 
undone. Doing our duty through the week, by no means unfits us for 
the duties of that holy day. Our Saviour honored that day : as his cus- 
tom was, he went into the Synagogue and stood up for to read, shewed 
his commission to preach the acceptable year, to proclaim the great ju- 
bilee, &. He shewed in many instances on that day, the importance 
of exhibiting our love to our neighbor, by works of benevolence and 
mercy. Paul was instant in season, and out of season, in proclaiming 
the gospel—he went into the synagogue on the Jewish Subbath, ashe em- 
braced that opportunity, when they were congregated together. Our 
author says, “more souls have been converted, probably, and will be 
hereafter, by means of the Sabbath and a stated ministry, than by 
whatever means beside.” We say, we do not profess to cope with the 
gospel ministry. We say not oniy “ probably,” but certainly, that the 
reading but especially the preaching of the word, is the most effectual 
means of convincing and converting sinners ; but that by no means cx- 
cludes every other association from co-operating. 

Moral societies do not profess to be soul-converting institutions im- 
mediately, but they inculcate love to our brother, whom we have see®, 
which may ultimately be a means to lead us to love God, whom we 
have not seen. Our author appears to be very averse to our co-opera- 
ing with the men of the world. There is no association excepting the 
church, (and even the church receives a great deal of temporal aid 


) 
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from the world) that excludes such characters. She would be obvi- 
ously out of her duty to eat with any fornicator or covetous, &c. &c. 
l'nregenerate men by partaking of a particular ordinance of the church 
would eat and drink judgment to themselves; “for this cause, many 
are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.” There are no judg- 
ments pronounced against wicked men, for performing the duties, to 
which we are pledged in our association. We know they do it, only 
from carnal motives, and they are only promised a temporal reward. 
But we have no authority to exclude them from the performance ; even 
Herod did many things and heard John gladly. The Lord frequently 
anoints many a Cyrus who have done eminent service, both for the 
church and mankind generally, who have themselves never tasted of 
the heavenly gift. We can walk with them, so far as they walk right. 
Blijah not only walked, but ran before wicked Ahab. (1. Kings, xviii. 
46.) It may be said he was the king—still the objection returns, he 
was a wicked man. Why should we in this case, if they act the good 
Samaritan, in assisting to bind up the wounds of our suffering beathien, 
and pay their two pence to the host, say to them, “stand by yourselves, 
we aremore holy than you;” we will not have you, as co-adjutors in this 
work? Christ did not forbid persons to cast out devils in his name, be- 
cause they did not follow him. ‘The Apostle rejoiced that the gospel 
was preached, though it was done through envy and strife, to add af- 
fiction to his bonds. We do not say, that it is necessary for usefulness, 
even in the church, to have divine grace—no doubt many have preached 
the gospel successfully to their fellow men, and themselves were “cast 
away.” “Lord have we not in thy name cast out devils, in thy name 
done many wonderful works? and he shall say depart from me ye that 
work iniquity.” If thou being a christian, or church member, dost not 
think it absolutely,necessary for usefulness, even in the church to have 
livine grace; why make it an indispensable prerequisite in other asso- 
ciations? Our author says “that these societies attract to them many 
of those heated and ambitious spirits, whose element is disorder.” We 
do not see that these societies have attracted to them any more heated 
and ambitious spirits than any other association. The heated spirits are 
the opposers. The christian religion had such heated spirits to grapple 
with. ‘They are indeed zealous and ardent, which are necessary quali- 
fications for reformers. ‘That their zeal in all cases, is according to 
knowledge, would be saying more for them, than could be said for fal- 
len man in any association. Our author is afraid that the “church will 
be held responsible to the world, for the disorderly conduct of these as- 
sociations.”” A great majority of the church need not be alarmed at the 
disorder at least of the Anti-Slavery Society being laid to their charge, 
as long as slavery has a refuge under the shadow of her wings. 

The abolition of slavery, is a question of momentous importance to 
the destinies of this nation, both in a religious, moral, and political point 
{ view; and is an extensive field. for a variety of laborers—the phi- 
anthropist, the patriot, the politician, and above ail the christian, can 
find useful employment. The extirpation of an institution, which is so 
hostile to the interests of mankind, both in time and eternity, must to 
the christian, be a subject of intense interest. If he that is the means 
of converting one sinner from the error of his way, shall hide a multi- 
tude of sins. surely they, who from proper motives, (thus through grace 
evidencing their faith by their works) are the means of turning a na- 
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tion, shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars, {, 
ever and ever. E 





Art. IV. Letter to the Associate Society of Inquiry. 
To the Editor of the Religious Monitor: 

Rev. Srr—With Mr. Thompson’s permission, the following lette; 
was directed to be sent on for insertion in the Monitor, by order of so 
ciety. CannonspurGu, Dec. 1837. 

Tuomas GILKERSON, 
Isaac N. LavuGueap, 
Cor. Committee. 
Newark, N. J. Feb. 28th, 1837, 

Dear Breturen--Your committee ina letter dated Dec. 4th, jp. 
formed me that you had favored my name witha place on the list of 
your honorary members. For this token of your regard for me, you 
will please accept my sincere acknowledgments. 

The object of your society, as expressed in your committee’s letter, 
I approve, and with the sentiments of that letter, 1 fully concur; and 
were it in my power to promote the object of your association, that 
power would be employed accordingly. But it is feared that your so. 
ciety will gain very little in return for the distinction it has been pleased 
to confer upon me. To become fully acquainted with the present state 
of the visible church in general it would be necessary to ascertain the 
number of those who make a profession of the true religion; their di 
visions into different sects, their principles, their performance or omission 
of duties, the extent to which uncommanded observanées obtain among 
them, the treatment which they receive from those @hat are without, 
and finally to compare their principles and practice with the Jaw and 
the testimony, and to compare her present state with her state in other 
periods of her existence. Thus it appears that the field of inquiry is 
exceedingly extensive, and our knowledge of the objects in it like our 
knowledge of the objects in the field of nature must of course be very 
limited. 

But though our time and strength would fail us before we could be- 
come familiar with the objects in either of these fields of inquiry, it 
would be irrational in us to close our eyes against any of those objects 
which our opportunities may permit us to examine. If opportunity 
served would we deny ourselves the pleasure of viewing the variegated 
landscape, the majestic ocean, or those celestial bodies which the Creator 
has placed for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, merely 
because our view cannot extend to all those objects in creation! Now 
his works in the church ought to interest us much more than his works 
of creation. A knowledge of the present state of the church in general 
is close!y connected with the performance of our duties. We cannot 
celebrate the loving kindness of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, 
unless we acquaint ourselves with his great goodness toward the house 
of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them in our own time. We are 
commanded to love the brotherhood: but how can we do this unless 
we ascertain who are entitled to this honorable appellation, by compat- 
ing them with the word of Him who is the first-born among mat) 
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thren?. We are required to mark them who cause divisions and 
fences contrary to the truth, which we have received, and to avoid 
them; but in order to comply with this requisition, it is absolutely ne- 
cessary that we be somewhat acquainted with the divisive and oflensive 
conduct of such brethren: We are to note those who disobey Apostol- 
ical injunctions and refuse to hold public fellowship with them, that the y 
mav be ashamed; but here again acquaintance with their religious 
belief is indispensable. After the examp le of John, we should “love 
others for the truth’s sake that dwells in them, and to rejoice greatly 
vhen we perceive them walking in the truth. In ascertaining that they 
are walking in the truth, we become so far acquainted with the present 
state of the church. It is our duty to remember them that are in bonds, as 
hound with them and those that suffer adversity as being ourselves also 
in the body: but this affectionate consideration of the afflictions of 
Christ’s people pre-supposes a knowledge of their situation. When 
some of the members of his mystical body suffer, how could we suffer 
with them; and when they rejoice, how could we participate in their 
ple asurable emotions, unless we be unacquainted with the causes of their 
sufferings and joys?’ The church on earth is in what is usually called 
4 militant state, we would then be destitute of proper evidence that we 
are fellow citizens with the saints and of the household of God, should we 
remain indifferent to the result of her spiritual warfare? Could we say 
that Jerusalem which is from above is the mother of us all, should we 
remain unmoved by her joys and sorrows? Unacquainted with the 
present state of the chure h, we must be acquainted with the prophecies 
which are receiving their accomplishment at present, and with those 
which are likely to be soon fulfilled: unlike the children of Issachar, 
we shall not have an understanding of the times to know what Israel 
ought to do. How could we know what is the present truth unless 
we know who oppose it? aud how could we contend for the faith once 
delivered to the saints, unless we know with whom we have to contend? 
what are their modes of attack ? and who are our companions in tribu- 
lation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ? On officers 
n the chnrch’s spiritual army especialiy is this knowledge incumbent. 
To you my Brethren who are expecting commisions, as officers under 
the church's leader and commander is this knowledge of incalculable 
importance: It will also be well to be acquainted with the discipline 
in the army in which you expect to serve. When the Israelites were 
about to take possession of the promised land, Moses sent persons to 
ascertain whether the foes with whom they were about to contend 
were weak or strong ; few or many; and whether they dwelt in strong 
holds or in tents. Your letter expresses a fear that ignorance of the 
present state of the church has prevailed to too great an extent in our 
church. Doubtless your fears are not altogether “groundless and so far 
as such ignurance prevails it is a matter of humiliation, and to be deep- 
V deplored. At the same time. so far as my acquaintance e with Sece- 
ders extends, they would not lose much by a comparison of their reli- 
gious knowledge ‘with that of other denominations. But I suppose the 
remark refers prince ipally to the comparative Want of ac quaint ince 
among the people of our communion with the foreign missionary opera- 
tions of the present day. The members of our church generally, and 
myself among the rest, concur with you in opinion, that it is the exclu. 
sive right of the church in her ecclesiastical capacity, to send forth 
Ministers and missionaries into the gospel field. But as missionaries 
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generally go forth under the direction of voluntary societies, our people 
seem to take little interest in the result of their labors. Owing to the 
irregular manner in which missionaries are sent forth, and owing to the 
unscriptural doctrines which they teach, and the unscriptural modes of 
worship and practice which they introduce among the heathen, | am 
sorry to say, some of our people seem disposed to condemn foreign 
missions indiscriminately. Most, however, whose opinions I have had 
an opportunity of knowing on this subject, acknowledge that the church 
is under obligations to undertake foreign missions; but when the ques. 
tion is proposed should the Secession church immediately enter into pre. 
paratory measures to undertake such missions, I believe that nine- 
tenths of our church would answer this question in the negative. As 
you have thought proper to place my name among those of your hon- 
orary members, those of you who may be unacquainted with my senti- 
ments on foreign missions will probably desire to know whether your 
newly elected member entertains sentiments in accordance with your 
own on this subject. For the information of such members, I would 
state that while a student at your seminary | entertained, and endeavor- 
ed to support the opinion, that our church ought to enter on preparatory 
measures for the prosecution of the missionary question. Absence 
from the seminary has produced no material modification of my senti- 
ments on that subject. It is usually objected to the affirmative of this 
question, that our Synod has neither men nor money to spare for such 
an undertaking: ‘True it has not at present; but were the subject of 
missions pressed on the attention of our people by Synod, and did our 
ministers lay it before their people in all its importance, I believe that 
her means need not be withdrawn from the home demands to employ 
them in a foreign field, but that, with the Divine favor, persons to labor 
and funds to support them in the foreign field could readily be produced. 
Our church’s refusal to hold communion with other religious denomina- 
tions, is another barrier in her way into the missionary field: but with- 
out abandoning this part of her testimony against error, the objection 
drawn from this feature of her profession is not unanswerable. Let 
none be employed in such missions, but those whose views are known 
to accord with our witnessing profession, and Jet them be under the im- 
mediate direction of Synod. It is objected to missions abroad that we 
have many heathen at home who ought first to be evangelized.—The 
Apostles were to begin at Jerusalem: Certain it is, that the Apostles did 
not understand their commission or instructions as limiting their labors 
to the Jews, until all, or even half their countrymen would espouse 
christianity ; nor were they always regulated in their labors by their 
proximity to particular nations, but they sometimes directed their course 
far hence among the Gentiles, being not permitted by the spirit to preach 
the word to some much nearer them. It seems to be the design of In- 
finite Wisdom to leave some heathen among his people to prove them. 
Although, by a given amount of means, a greater number of persons ip 
the United States than in a foreign country, might be received into the 
church in a short given time, yet this circumstance is not sufficient to 
decide in favor of home missions exclusively. 

The husbandman who sends his sons from our old settlements to pro- 
cure Congress-land in the West, might employ their labor at home in 
such a way as to obtain more visible evidence of the ‘value of their 
labor, for a few years, than they can obtain in their new abodes. But 
in a few years, a bountiful Providence generally rewards their privations 
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and toils with an abundant harvest: so that the origina! family is, on the 
whole, more wealthy than if all had remained on their comparatively 
sterile little farm at home. Those who cultivate vineyards, may expect 
more clusters from the old stock than from the slips of the first or sec- 
ond year’s planting, but the vines of recent planting may, after a time, 
become more productive than the parent stocks. The application of 
these facts to illustrate the comparative advantages of foreign missions 
is easy. Our general government makes large annual appropriations 
according to treaty, I believe, for the purpose of education among dif- 
ferent Indian tribes. Now most, if not all this goes to support mission- 
ary schools. But should our church establish such schools among the 
Indians, would not her schools be supported by the government, as well 
as the schools of the Methodists or Moravians, &c.? However, agree- 
able to myself, the statement of my views on the whole subject might 
be, the limits of my paper will not permit it to be made, and indeed it is 
tobe feared that | have already trespassed too long upon your patience. 

Dear friends, my little experience in preaching, has impressed my 
mind more deeply with the importance of being well acquainted with 
Secession principles, and of holding fast our profession of faith without 
wavering. ‘That the Head of the church may afford you all needful 
iid for the work of the ministry, is the earnest prayer of yours, very 


respectfully, DAVID THOMPSON. 





Anat. V. Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices. 
(Continued from page 375.) 


CuapTter IV. The fourth Device that Satan hath to draw the soul 
to sin, is, By presenting to the soul the best men’s sins, and by hiding 
from the soul their virtues; by showing the soul their sins, and by hi- 
ding from the soul their sorrows and repentance ; as by setting before 
the soul the adultery of David, the pride of Hezekiah, the impatience of 
Job, the drunkenness of Noah, the blasphemy of Peter, &c. and by 
hiding from the soul the tears, the sighs, the groans, the meltings, the 
humblings, and repentings of those precious souls.—The remedies 
against this device of the devil are these : 

Remedy 1. Seriously consider, that the Spirit of the Lord hath been 
as careful to note the saints rising by repentance out of sin, as he hath 
to mark their fallings into sin. David falls fearfully, but by repentance 
he rises sweetly : * Blot out my transgressions, wash me thoroughly 
from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin: for I acknowledge my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean ; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow: deliver 
me from blood guiltiness, O God, thou God of my’salvation.’ It is true, 
Hezekiah’s heart was lifted up upon the abundance of mercies God had 
given him, and it is as true that * Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride 
of his heart, so that the wrath of the Lord came not upon him, nor upon 
Jerusalem, in the days of Hezekiah.’ It is true, Job curses the day of 
his birth, and it is as true, that he rises by repentance. ‘Behold I am 
Vile” saith he, ‘what shall I answer thee? I will lay my hand upon 
my mouth: once have I spoken, but I will not answer, yea twice, but 
| will proceed no further. I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, 
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but now my eye seeth thee: wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes,’ (Job xl. 4, 5, xlii. 5, 6.) Peter falls dreadfully, but y. 
ses by repentance sweetly, a look of love from Christ melts him into 
tears; he knew that repentance was the key of the kingdom of grace, 
As once his faith was so great that he leaped into a sea of waters to 
come to Christ ; so now his repentance was so great, that he leaped into 
a sea of tears, for that he had gone from Christ.* 

Clement notes, ‘ That Peter so repented, that all his life after, every 
night when he heard the cock crow, he would fall upon his knees, and 
weeping bitterly, would beg the pardon of his sin.’ Ah souls! youcan 
easily sin as the saints! Many can sin with David and Peter, but cap- 
not repent with them, and so must perish for ever. 

Theodosius the emperor, pressing that he might receive the Lord’s 
Supper, excuses his own foul act, by David’s doing the like, to which 
Ambrose replies, ‘Thou hast followed David transgressing, follow Da- 
vid repenting, and then think thou of the table of the Lord.’ 

Rem. 2. Consider also, that these saints did not make a trade of sin: 
they fell once or twice (and rose by repentance) that they might keep 
closer to Christ for ever; they fell accidentally, occasionally, and with 
much reluctancy ; and thou sinnest presumptuously, obstinately, readi- 
ly, delightfully, and customarily; thou hast, by making a trade of sin, 
co wacted upon thy soul a kind of a cursed necessity of sinning; that 
thou canst as well cease to be, or cease to live, as cease to sin: sin is 
by custom become as another nature to thee, which thou neither canst 
nor will lay aside, though thou knowest, ‘ That if thou dost not lay it 
aside, God will lay thy soul aside for ever; though thou knowest, 
‘That if sin and thy soul do not part, Christ and thy soul can never 
meet;’ if thou wilt make a trade of sin, and cry out, ‘Did not David 
sin thus, and Noah sin thus, and Peter sin thus?” &c. (2 Pet. ii. 14. 
Prov. iv. 16.) No, their hearts ‘ turned aside to folly one day,’ but thy 
heart turns aside to folly every day ; and when failen, they rise by re- 
pentance, and by the faith of a crucified Christ; but thou fallest, and 
hast neither strength nor will to rise, but wallowest in sin, and wilt 
eternally die in thy sins, unless the Lord be merciful to thy soul. Dost 
thou think, oh soul! this is good reasoning? ‘Sucha one tasted poison 
but once, and narrowly escaped; but I daily drink poison, yet | shall 
escape.’ Such is the mad reasoning of vain souls. David, Peter, &c. 
sinned once foully and fearfully, they tasted poison once, and were 
sick to death; but I taste it daily, and yet shall not taste of eternal 
death. Remember, sirs!—‘ The day is at hand when self-flatterers wil! 
be found self-deceivers, yea, self-murderers.’ 

Rem. 3. Seriously consider, that though God has not disinherited 
his people for their sins, yet he hath severely punished them for their 
sins.t David sins, and God breaks his bones for his sin. (Ps. li. 8.) 
‘Make me to hear joy and gladness, that the bones which thou hast 
broken may rejoice. And because thou hast done this, the sword shall 
not depart from thy house, to the day of thy death. Though God will 
not utterly take from them his loving kindness, nor suffer his faithful- 


* Luther confesses, that before his conversion he met not with a more displeasing word 
in all his study of divinity, than repent, but afterwards he took delight in the work. ‘To 
sorrow for his sin, and then to rejoicc in his sorrow,”’ 

+ Josephus reports, that notlong after the Jews had crucified Christ on the cross, 8° 
many ef them were condemned to be crucified, that there were not places enough tor cros- 
ses, nor Crosses enough for the bodies that were to be huug thereon. . 
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oss to fail, nor break his covenant, nor alter the thing that is gone out 
s mouth, vet will he visit their transgression with a rod, and their 
juity with stripes,’ ‘Ps. Ixxxix. 30—35.) The scripture abounds with 
~es of this kind: this is a truth so weil known, among all that 

iow any thing of truth, that to cite more scriptures to prove it, would 

» 10 light a candle to see the sun at noon. 

The Jews have a proverb, ‘That there is no punishment comes upon 

iel, in which there is not one ounce of the golden calf.’ Meaning 
that, that was so great a sin, thatin every plague God remembered it; 
it had influence in every trouble that befel them. Every man’s heart 
may say to him in his sufferings, as the heart of Apoilodorus in the 
kettle ‘{ have been the cause of this.’ God is most angry when he 
shews no anger. God keep me from this mercy; this kind of mercy is 
worse than all other kinds of misery, 

One writing to a sick friend, hath this expression, ‘1 account it a part 
of unhappiness not to know adversity, | judge you to be miserable, be- 
‘ause you have not been miserable.’ It is a mercy that our affliction is 
not an execution but a correction: he that has deserved hanging may be 
glad to escape with a whipping. God's corrections are our instructions, 
his lashes our lessons, his scourges our schoolmasters, his chastisements 
our advertisements; and to note this, both the Hebrews and Greeks, 
express chastening and teaching by one and the same word, because the 
latter is the true end of the former, according to that in the proverb, 
‘Smart makes wit, and vexation gives understanding:’ whence Lu- 
ther fitly calls affliction, ‘ The Christian man’s divinity.’ So saith Job, 
chap. xxxill. 16—19) ‘God speaketh once, yea, twice, yet man per- 
ceiveth it not, in a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep ifal- 
leth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed; then he openeth the ears 
of men, and sealeth their instruction, that he may withdraw man from 
his purpose, and hide pride from man: he keepeth back his soul from 
the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword.’ When Satan shall 
tell thee of other men’s sit\s to draw thee to sin, do thou think of their 
sufferings, to keep thee from sin! Lay thy hand upon thy heart and 
say, ‘Oh my soul! if thou sinnest with David, thou must suffer with 
David,’ &c. 

Rem. 4. Solemnly consider, that there are but two main ends'of God’s 
recording of the falls of his saints. 

And the one is, ‘fo keep those from fainting, sinking, and despair, 
under the burden of their sins, who fall through weakness and infirmity.’ 

And the other is, ‘That their falls may be as land-marks, to warn others 
that stand to take heed lest they fall.’* It never entered into the heart 
of God to record his children’s sins, that others might be encouraged to 
sin, but that they might be warned to look to their standings, and to 
hang the faster upon the skirts of Christ, aud avoid all occasions of 
lemptations, that may occasion them to fall, as others have fallen, when 
they have been left by Christ. There is nothing in the world that can 
so notoriously cross the grand end of God’s recording the sins of his 
saints, than for any from thence to take encouragement to sin; and 
Wherever you find such a soul, you nay write him Christless, graceless, 
a soul cast off by God, a soul that satan hath by the hand, and the 
ternal God knows whither he will lead him. 


* IT have known a good man, said Bernard, who when he had heard of any that had c 
mitted some notorious sin, was wont to say with himself, ‘* He fell to-day, I may fail 


morrow.’ 
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Cuaprer V. The fifth Device that Satan hath to draw the soul to sin 
is, By presenting God to the soul, as one made up of all mercy : Oh 
saith Satan, you need not make such a matter of sin, you need not be 
so fearful of it, nor so unwilling to commit it, for God is a God of meryy 
a God full of mercy, a God that delights in mercy, a God that is ready 
to shew mercy, aGod that is never weary of shewing mercy, a God 
more prone to pardon his people, than to punish them; and _ therefore 
he will not take advantage against the soul; an¢ why then, saith Satan, 
should you make such a matter of sin’—The remedies against this de. 
vice of Satan, are these : 

Remedy 1. Seriously consider, that it is the surest judgment in the 
world, to be left to sin upon any pretence whatsoever. Oh! unhappy 
man; when God leaveth thee to thyself, and doth not resist thee in thy 
sins ; wo! wo! to him at whose sins God doth wink :* when God leis 
the way to hell be a smooth and pleasant way, then it is hell on this side 
hell, and a dreadful sign of God’s indignation against a man ; a token of 
his rejection, and that God doth not intend good unto him: that is q 
sad word, ‘Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone, he will not be ad- 
monished, he is incorrigible, he hath made a match with mischief, and 
he shall have his belly full of it; he falls with open eyes, let him fall at 
his own peril.’ And that is a terrible saying, ‘So I gave them up unto 
their own hearts lusts, and they walked in their own councils, (Ps. |xxxi, 
12.) A soul given up to sin, is a soul ripe for hell, and posting to de- 
struction. Ah, Lord! this mercy I humbly beg, that whatever thou 
givest me up to, thou wilt not give me up to the ways of my own heart; 
if thou wilt give me up to be afflicted, or tempted, or reproached, &c. 
I will patiently sit down, and say, ‘ It is the Lord, let him do with me 
what seemeth good in his own eyes.’ Do any thing with me, lay what 
burthen thou wilt upon me ; so thou dost not give me up to the ways of 
my own heart. 

Rem. 2. Solemnly consider, that God is as just as he is merciful : 
as the scriptures represent him to be a‘ very merciful God,’ so they 
represent him to be a ‘ very just God ;’ witness, ‘ his casting the angels 
out of heaven,’{ and ‘ his binding them in chains of darkness, till the judg- 
ment of the great day, his turning Adam out of Paradise, drowning of the 
old world, and raining fire from heaven upon Sodom ; witness all the los- 
ses, crosses, sicknesses, and diseases that are in the world; and Toph- 
et that is prepared of old;’ witness, ‘ his treasuring up of wrath against the 
day of wrath, unto the revelation of the just judgments of God;’ but 
above all, witness the pouring forth of all his wrath upon his dear 
Son, when he bore the sins of his people, and cried out, ‘ My God, my 
God why hast thou forsaken me?” (Mat. xxvii. 46.) 

Rem. 3. Seriously consider, that sins against mercy, will bring the 
greatest and sorest judgments down upon the head and hearts of men. 
Mercy is alpha, justice is omega, David speaking of these attributes, 
placeth mercy in the forefront, and justice in the rearward, saying, ‘ My 
song shall be of mercy and judgment,’ (Ps. ci. 1.) When mercy is despised, 
then justice takes the throne.t Ged is like a prince, that sends not his 
army against rebels, before he hath sent his pardon, and proclaimed it bya 





* « It is a human thing to fall inte sin, a devilish to persevere therein, and an angelica! or 
supernatural, to rise from it.” 

t 2 Pet. ii. 4, 5,6. God hanged them up in gibbets, as it were, that others might hear 
and fear, and do no more so wickedly, 
t The higher we are in dignity, the more grievous is eur fall and misery. 
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eld of arms; he first hangs out the white flag of mercy ; if this win 
von over, they are happy for ever; but if they stand out, then God 
will put forth his red flag of justice and judgment; if the one be des- 
“-.d the other shall be felt with a witness.* 
See this exemplified in the Israelites ; he loved them and chose them, 
they were in their blood, and most unlovely ; he multiplied them, 
. by means but by miracle ; from seventy souls, they grew in a few 
epars to six hundred thousand : the more they were oppressed, the more 
y prospered : like Camomile, the more you tread it, the more vou 
‘road it; orto a palm tree, tle more it is pressed, the further it 
eadeth ; or to fire, the more it is raked, the fiercer it burneth ; their 
mercies came in upon them like Job’s messengers, one upon the neck 
‘another. ‘He put off their sackcloth, and girded them with gladness, 
and compassed them about with songs of deliverance; he carried them 
» the wings of eagles, he kept them as the apple of his eye, &c. But 
y abusing his mercy, became the greatest objects cf his wrath: as 
I know not the man that can reckon up their mercies, so I know not the 
nan that can sum up the miseries that are come upon them for their 
;: for as our Saviour prophesied concerning Jerusalem, ‘ That one 
tone should not be left upon another :’ so it was fulfilled forty years 
after his ascension, by Vespasiant the emperor, and his son Titus, who 
having besieged Jerusalem, the Jews were oppressed with a grievous 
famine, in which their food was old shoes, old leather, old hay, and the 
jung of beasts ; there died partly of the sword, and partly of famine, 
eleven hundred thousand of the poorer sort ; two thousandin one night 
were embowelled, six thousand were burned in a porch of the temple, 
the whole city was sacked and burnt, and laid level to the ground, and 
nety-seven thousand taken captives, and applied to base and miserar 
e service, according to Eusebius and Josephus. And to this day, in 
parts of the world, are they not the off-scouring of the world? None 
ess beloved, and none more abhorred than they. 
And so Capernaum, that was lifted up to heaven, was threatened to be 
rought down to hell. No souls fall so low into hell (if they fall) as 
se who by a hand of mercy are lifted up nearest to heaven.t You un- 
thinking souls, that are so apt to abuse mercy, consider this, that in the 
gospel days, the plagues that God inflicts upon the despisers and abusers 
fmerey, are usually spiritual plagues ; as blindness of mind, hardness 
{ heart, and a benumbed conscience, which are ten thousand times worse 
ihan any outward plagues that can befall you ; and therefore, though 
you may escape temporal judgments, yet you shall rot escape spiritual 
idgment. ‘ How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation? 
a Oh! therefore, whenever Satan shall present God 
thy soul, as one made up of all mercy, that he may draw thee to do 
ickedly, tell him, that sins against mercy will bring upon the world 
the greatest misery, and therefore whatever becomes of thee, thou wilt 
iotsin against mercy, &c. 


meé 


*“ God is slow to anger, but he recompenseth his slowness with grievousness of pun- 
‘ament, If we abuse mercy to serve our lust, then, in Salvian’s phrase, ‘* God will rain 
de out of heaven, rather than not visit such for sins.” 

‘ Vespasian brake into their city at Cedron, where they took Christ, on the same feast 
‘ay that Christ was taken ; he whipped them where they whipped Christ ; he sold twenty 
“ews tora penny, as they sold Christ for thirty pence. S. Andr, cat. 

+ Men are therefore worse, because they ought to be better, and shall be deeper in hell, 
*ecduse heaven was offered unio them, but they would not. ‘* Good turns aggravate un- 
‘indnesses, and men’s offences are increased by their obligations.” 
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Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices. 





Rem. 4. Consider also, that though God’s general mercy be over 
his works, yet his spec ‘ial mercy is Confined to those « vho are d 
qualified, so in Ex. xxx iv. 6, 7,‘ And the Lord passed by before 
and proclaime d, the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious. 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin, and that wil! 
no means clear the guilty.” Ex. xx. 6. ‘ And shewing me cy unto t 
sands, of them that love me, and keep my commandments,’ P, 
xxv. 10. ‘ All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, unto such 
keep his covenant, and his testimonies.’ Ps, xxxii. 10. ‘ Many sop, - 
shall be to the wicked, but he that trusteth in the Lord. mercy s| 
compass him about.’ Ps. xxxiii. 18. ‘ Behold, the eye of the | anh eats 
them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy.’ Ps, 

‘ For as the heaven is high above ry earth, so great is his mere, 
ward them that fear him.’ Ver. 17.‘ But the mercy of the Lord 
from everlasting to everlasting, Be them thatfear him.” When Sat 
attempts to draw thee to sin, by presenting God as a God of all mercy. 
oh! then reply, that though God's general mercy extend to all the works 
ofhis hand, yet his special mercy is confined to them that are divi 
qualified, to them that love him and keep his commandments, that trust 
in him, that by hope hang upon him, and fear him; and that thou mus: 
be such a one here, or else thou canst never be happy hereafter; thoy 
must partake of his special mercy or else perish in everlasting mis: 

n twithstanding God’s general mercy. 

Rem. 5. Consider likewise, that those who were Once glorious on 
earth and are now triumphing in heaven, looked upon the mercy of 
God as the most powerful argument to preserve them from, and to 
fence their souls against sin, and not as an encouragement thereto. Ps 
xxvi 3, 4,5 6. ‘For thy loving kindness is before mine eyes, aud | 
have walked in thy truth; I have not sat with vain persons, neit! 
willl goin with dissemblers. Ihave hated the congregation of 
doers, and will not sit with the wicked.’ So Joseph strengthens him- 
self against sin, from the remembrance of mercy. ‘ How then cau | 
saith he, ‘do this great wickedness and sin against God ”’ (Gen. xxxix. 
9.) He had fixed his eye upon mercy, and theretore sin could not enter, 
his suul being taken with mercy, was not moved with his mistresses im 
pudence. Satan knocked oft at the door, but the sight of mercy would 
not suffer him to answer nor open. So Paul, ‘Shall we continue in sin 
that grace may abound ? God forbid! how shall we that are dead to 
sin, live any longer therein ? (Rom. vi. 1. 2.) There is nothing in the 
world renders a man more unlike a saint, and more like Satan, than to 
argue from mercy to sinful liberty ; from Divine goodness to licet- 
tiousness ; this is the devil’s logic. A man may as truly say, the sea 
burns, or fire cools, as that free grace and mercy should make a so 
truly gracious to do wickedly. So the same apostle, ‘ I beseech you 
therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.’ So John, ° These things I write unto you that ye sit “a 
What was it that he wrote ? He: wrote, ‘That we might have fell 
ship with the Father and his Son;’ and that ‘ the blood of Christ cleau- 
seth us from all sin ;’ and that ‘if we confess our sins, he is just and fai! 
ful to forgive us our sins ;’ and that ‘if we do sin, we have an advoct e 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.’ These choice favours 
and mercies the apostle holds forth as the best means to preserve and 
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the soul from sin ; and if they do not, you may write the man 
¢ Christ and grace, and undone forever. 
. (To be Continued.) 


Arr. VI. Causes of the Continuance of Error. 

We extract the following from a sermon preached by Professor 
at the opening of the General Associate Synod at Edinburgh, in 
nthe text Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not 
i shall be rooted up, Matt. xv. 13. 
shall only add the Seventh general observation, which the lan- 
here used implies, Viz: That those errors or corruptions that 
mav both be deeply rooted, and continue for a while vigorous 

| flourishing. They may strike their roots so deep, and acquire such 

eth, as to seem to defy any hand that would attempt to remove 
They may not only spring up as quickly, but appear, even for 

¢ time. more thriving and luxuriant than the genuine and heavenly 
ts. ‘This the Lord often permits in providence, for the trial of the 
ful. ‘Thou hast planted them,’ said Jeremiah, ‘yea, they have 
ken root, they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit.’ (Jer. xii. 2.) *‘ Why 
the way of the wicked prosper ?—‘I saw the wicked in great 
cries the psalmist, ‘spreading himself asa green bay tree, 

he passed away, and Jo, he was not.’ (Ps. xxxvil. 35.) 

\s there Were many causes concurring to produce them at first, so 

many things contribute to their firm establishment, their support 

{ permanence, when once introduced. Some of those to which they 

we their rise, mentioned before, will also account for their great in- 
se and long continuance; and several things oft conspire together 
this effect. 

lst. The authority of some venerated names is used to give them 

edit. Some learned master, some heavenly inspired teacher, or holy 

mao, has taught and introduced such things; and the wise and good 
haveadopted them. ‘The condemned ceremonics of the Jews were the 
ition of their elders; they were enjoined by their Rabbies; and 
learned scribes, and the devout Pharisees agreed in the observance 
i them: and who might dare to contest such authority? All who are 
juainted with the Rabbinical history, know, what high surrounding 


s 


, and extravagant fulsome eucomiums, were bestowed upon some 
ted doctors and heads of their schools, and 
and extravagant honors, their disciples and the people, were 

wont to pay them. What charm there is in names, especially with the 
iititude, has often been discerned. 


what chi:dish defer- 


f 


‘Though our Lord expressly forbad 
his ollowers to call any man master, besides himself: yet soon Was this 

gotten. The Corinthians employed the names of particular teachers 
lor the purposes of strife and faction; one said,‘lam of Paul, another 
1am of Apollos, another, I of Cephas, and another, [ am of Christ.’ 
So it has ever been one artifice of those who have patronized error and 

rruptions, to give them as honorable a father as possible. Scarce 
any heresy or sect arose for some centuries, but some apostolical man, 
martyr, or father, or some spurious gospel, acts, or epistle, bearing 
‘Heir Dame, were pr 


roduced as sanctioning it. By the like means was 
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the mass of errors and superstitions, that gradually swelled to such e 
tent in the Romish church, introduced and supported ; ‘and veneratin 
real or pretended, for the authority of fathers, confessors, holy bj... 
titled doctors, canonized saints, or visionary monks, increased jn ,.. 
portion, as ignorance and darkness became more gross, 

Nor has the clamor about learned and good men ceased to be 
in times more enlightened ; sometimes in disparagement of divine ay, 
ity and as a plea for unfaithfulness. Some who account themselves 
enough from bigotry and superstition, and who may be often exelaiy 
ing against the impositions of authority and urdue deference to {4))\), 
guides, in another and more indirect manner, would establish what ther 
condemn, and lead people back again to pay unwarrantable respec +, 
men, whether under the character of the learned, or of the good an 
godly, especially when taken collectively or in the mass : this is the case 
when they would make the agreement of such, a test of truth, or 
standard of the church’s profession and contendings, and the rule of 
church-communion: as when they plead for sparing and extenuatine 
errors and corruptions for the sake of those who befriend them, or {o; 
striking out articles of doctrine and terms of fellowship, that may no: 
be to the liking of all good men, or that might exclude any who, in the 
judgment of charity, may be so accounted. But who is Paul or (». 
phas 1—what are saints, or an angel from heaven, that they should be 
allowed to sanction any false doctrine, or aiter the rules of the gospel! 
And what notable error has been vented and prevailed, that has pot 
had some of the learned, or some well-meaning or pious souls, for its 
patrons or followers? yea, a numerous train of the latter may not sel- 
dom be mis!ed, and be found on the wrong side. By the means of such 
may the devices of Satan be most advantageously furthered, and his 
work most effectually promoted : and when the wisdom or piety of such 
are, at any time, enlisted on his side, it is in their power to do much 
more injury than persons of an opposite description. 

2dly. And akin to this,x—The general reception they sometimes meet 
with, and the concurring voice and example of multitudes in their favor, 
produce this effect. How hard is it to withstand the tide of popular 
custom, and oppose the force of general example. When a whole city, 
community, nation, or many nations, appear to be confederated together, 
and rush with one accord to support the honor of their common faith, 
and to defend the temples and altars of the venerated objects of their 
worship, as the citizens of Ephesus rushed into the theatre, and nowiag 
could be heard but the unanimous cry, ‘Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians !’ how dangerons must it be to interpose a dissenting voice, and to 
attempt to stem the torrent? Will not worldly prudence, fear, or in- 
terest, teach persons to keep silence, to conform to the mode, or join in 
the outcry: as Demetrius said, ‘ What man is there that knoweth not 
that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the great goddess 
Diana, and of the image which fell down from Jupiter? Seeing that 
these things cannot be spoken against, ye ought to be quiet.’ (Acts xix. 
35, 36.) In such a case, even an apostle might prudently be restrained 
from encountering such a rabble. When the mother of abominations, 
appeared sitting upon many waters, which denoted many people, 0% 
tions and languages, and had brought all to a conformity to her laws, (0 
receive her mark, and to worship the image of the beast,—when all the 
world wondered after the monster, and were exclaiming, ‘ who is like 
unto him? who may make war with him” how difficult and perilous 
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was it for a few to continue to prophecy in sackloth, and to torment, 


: provoke the wrath of the world by their testimony? How few in 
» circumstances could have resolution to assume the name of wit- 
ccog for Christ! or, what prospect of success could any have in at- 
‘ompting to change the public state of things, and reform such prevalent 


’ 


sily, When to general custom, the idea of high antiquity is super- 
iJed, it tends still more to confirm them, and to prolong their existence. 
Though truth be more ancient than error, and human corruptions be 
sot eo many innovations, destitute of all claim to the honor of true 
syimitive antiquity, for ‘from the beginning it was not so;’ yet they 
iyi] oft make impudent pretensions to it; as the Gibeonites, though they 
bad come from no great distance, imposed upon the congregation of 
lergel, by their worn-out garbs, and their mouldy bread: and doubtless 
many of them may be traced far back, and some of them may have 
-yp so long as that the source may be concealed, as was said of the head 
of the Nile, in some unexplored region: and the longer they have con- 
‘inued their course the more powerful appears their title to be trans- 
mitted to future ages, and they will proceed forward with an increasing 
nd more irresistible force, as falling bodies acquire an accelerated mo- 
‘ion in proportion to the space through which they have moved, and as 
ariver, the farther it rolls its stream, enlarges, and becomes more im- 
retuous. ‘It hath been said of them of old ;’ becomes the current and 
common language. ‘Our fathers worshipped in this mountain ;’ was a 
suficient reason for a Samaritan :—‘ We will do,’ said the idolatrous 
Jews to Jeremiah, ‘as our princes and fathers have done before us, for 
then it was better with us than now.’ Many are obstinately set against 
any change, whatever evident necessity there may be for it; old errors 
and abuses must be spared, as they would preserve an old Gothic palace, 
ument, or temple, because of the venerable air of antiquity it wears, 
and the cry of sacrilege will be loudly raised against any who would 
put toa hand to deface a figure, or displace a stone, in the sacred edi- 
All know what use the most corrupt of all churches has made 
f the boast cf antiquity ; and how every step of reformation, was con- 
ned as a novelty, and dangerous innovation. Deceived or deterred 
by this pretext and clamor, some protestant churches stopt short in the 
d work, and have left many of her evils to remain untouched to 
thisday: and in the controversies that still subsist about them, those 
attempt to defend them, often infringe the grand principle of pro- 
‘estantism, the sufficiency and sole authority of scripture, while they 
iid have the question decided by appeals to testimonies and _prece- 
ents in the first three or four centuries of Christianity. 
ithly, The persuasion, however false, that such things have nothing 
ess than divine authority on their side, and that they are approved of 
00, makes them take deeper root in men’s minds, and tends to keep 
themin higher credit. And this has often been conjoined with the 
‘omer causes to account for their great prevalence, and the zeal with 
which they have been maintained. ‘Though doubtless there has been 
much of human fraud and artful hypocrisy often employed by those 
Wo have introduced or continued to support false and grossly corrupt 
‘ystems of religion; yetit is no less certain, that multitudes have been 
“Me dupes of imposture, and have been so blind or infatuated as to adopt 
‘nd follow them in good earnest. And when the judgment is thus per- 
‘erted, so that persons will think they are under the highest obligation 
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to believe and act as they do, and that to renounce the tenets. OF neg 
the usages of their religion, would expose them to the an: ger of 4 
Deity, or the objects they y adore, while by a strict observance of 4, 
the »y may atone for sins, ‘ensure blessings, or even merit tree) f. 
many superstitious devotees, under the power of errortand dei 
have thought, how difficult then must it be to convince such, ore 
them from the snare of Satan? ‘If the light that is in these be 
ness, how gre at is that darkness” ‘ All people will walk in the pan. 
their god.’ ‘And who hath seen such a thing; hath a nation ch al 
their “gods, which yet are no gods”) No tale so fabulous, no o 
so foolish, no practices or rites so absurd, so monstrous, or abomiy 
but may be admitted, and have been admitted, and religiously ret 
under the influence of the strong delusions to which men and whol ye 
tions have been delivered up. Reason has no power over then 
reflection can find no place; they are absorbed in blind cred 
bigotry, obstinate zeal, and fanaticism. Even the man who falls ¢ 
to the stock of a tree, saying, deliver me for thou art my god ; he why 
not only offers his cold and flocks, but also his children in sac rifice ¢ 
idols, and he who tortures or mangles his own body, will exult in jt; 
the highest and most grateful devotion: and ‘a deceived heart has s 
turned him aside, that he hath not power to deliver his own soul, or | 
say, Is there nota lie in my right hand? (Isaiah xliv. 20.) 

False religion has usnally been the mimic of the true : it pretends: 
a heavenly origin; it assumes its authority, and prerogatives ; it exacts 
similar submission and awe; and holds out the hopes of attaining 
the great ends of the other. Almost all the institutions and forms 
pagan worship in the ancient states, as well as their civil policy 
laws, were said to be dictated by some god or goddess: they had 


pee 


ved 
a\u 


rent stories of their fictitious deities or heroes frequently appearing, aud 


conversing wiih their Jawgivers and priests: they had their holy books 
their oracular temples, their sacred colleges of priests, augurs, 
diviners, Which were honored and consulted both by rulers and pe 
in critical affairs; and by these were the different kinds of sacrif 
holidays, aud the sacred games regulated. ‘To every one of these s 
mythologic tale was adapted; or if some new holocausts were 
offered, some new festival or public show to be appointed, some su 
natural message, response, or, prodigy was contrived ; and the wi 
the gods thus announced must be done. It is but changing the pla 
some names and circumstances, and the same arts of imposition, a 
similar spirit of infatuation, will be found to have prevailed, in a 
systems of superstition, which had the most extensive success, and pr 


domina:t influence among the nations; whether in the regions of lu: 
dostan, of Tartary, China, Japan, Africa, or Peru. The Mahomedan 


delusion, that so long has enslaved millions, in defiance of sober rea: 
and the evidence of authentic revelation, rests upon the pretended | 
sion and revelation of the prophet, with whom trances, visions, 


verse with angels, or journeys to heaven, were familiar things: avd 


with his followers, every chapter and sentence of the Koran is a writ! 
oracle brought from heaven. 

Need we show, how gross errors and abuses have often been s 
tioned and persisted in, from a similar cause, in the Christian W 


and especially that part of it that has justly been denominated ait 
christian? Every one who is not totally ignorant of facts, can casi 


’ 


make the application. Among those who admit the scriptures to! 
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rd and authentic rule, how liable is it to be misunderstood and per- 
Di vided churches, and contending parties, however opposite 
ments and practices, seek to fortify thonenives bv its ah a 
‘e any errors, even the most pernicious, but have taken root, 
tered themselves under its shade. In cases where it is totally 
id when it could not be made, even by wresting, to favor the 
purpose s of men, other methods have been fallen upon to oper- 
nilar effect upon the ignorant and credulous. Sometimes re- 
co has been had to new revelations of the Spirit, which they hold 
continued in the church, or imparted to individuals : under such 
jiate influence, or by an internal light, or extraordinary impulses, 
any y have prete s»nded to ‘speak and act, venting their e nthusiastic no- 
ns, and extravagant reveries: and often have | not wanted numbers to 
them credit. Others boast of a divine commission given to one 
stor, or anumber of rulers in the church, to supply the defects of the 
ral revelation, to change or dispense with what is enjoined in it, 
+h, to enact, to decree, on every occasion, whatever they think 
ent, all which must be religiously regarded by people, as if 
jimse!f did speak. At the same time in co-operation with this 
-human authority, leave is given to introduce when wanted, the 
hinery of angels, visions, apparitions of the infant Jesus, of the vir- 
of departed souls, of devils; the use of miracles, demoniacs, en- 
siasms, Voices ; in order to over-awe the populace, and to establish 
1 the ecclesiastic jugglers would have established, and to reprobate 
it they would have reprobated. For such purposes images have 
made to speak, to move, to sweat, or bleed. If some new saint 
to be canonized, some new relic or altar to be brougint into venera- 
some voice was heard, or some light was seen to discover the place 
rotten bones or a mouldering coffin. How many privileged churches, 
sh feats, and fraternities, owed their foundation to some extraor- 
iry intimation from heaven’? An abbot was admonished in a storm 
keep the feast of the immaculate conception of the virgin: that idol- 
s festival of Corpus Christi, was instituted at the instance of a cer- 
un woman, who had many raptures and a prophetic spirit, and who, in 
f her ectasies, saw all the heavenly orders upon their faces, sup- 
iting for the confirmation of the faith of Christians by a speedy con- 
secration of the day. Many visions and fraudulent miracles have, in 
‘erent places, been employed to support the doctrine of transubstan- 
n, the immaculate conception, and other superstitions of that de- 
nerale synagogue, and for the confutation of all her heretical oppo- 
is, as she calls them. 
‘nder the false impression of God speaking and commanding, what 
not blind devotees believe or do? What painful and degrading 
ses have they not submitted to, imposed upon them by others, or vol- 
tarily assumed by themselves? Without such an impression, it can 
: supposed, though other motives may also have operated, that 
h multitudes of mankind would have bestowed so much of their 
perty in support of their temples, in costly sacrifices and oblations, 
‘have submitted to so many troublesome and often painful rites, such 
equent and rigorous fasts, so many ablutions, and self-denying vows ; 
dies or individuals should have secluded themselves from al! the 
rts of social life, to live in cells or deserts, in poverty and sadness, 
drag heavy chains, wear sackloth, crowns or girdles stuck with thorns 
hails, to repeat a thousand times in a short space, the same unmean- 
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ing gibberish, to commit their infants to fire or water, or to Bive thei 
own bodies to be crushed to death, or to burn in the funeral pile; in, 
word, to commit acts the most cruel, unnatural, frantic and flag... 
all under the notion of religion. — 

Sthly, The connection these abuses have with mens worldly interes, 
contributes greatly to support them. Many of them have ‘evidens), 
been devised and introduced with a view to gain and advantage: | 
whatever tends to this end, when once established, few will be disposed 
again to relinquish. ovetousness, which is the root of all evil. o». 
twined with them, makes them take fast hold, and to retain it, Wis 
many, gain alone is godliness, and mammon the supreme object of ado. 
ration, whatever other god, or whatever number of other idols, they 
profess to venerate, in subordination to him. The Pharisees, by som: 
of their corrupt doctrines, aimed at increasing the Corbans, though at 
the expence of detrauding aged parents or orphans. ‘They devoured 
widow’s houses, and for a pretence made long. prayers.’ The house of 
God itself was made a house of merchandise, and a den of thieves. 
The woman at Thessalonica, that had a familiar spirit, brought her 
masters no small gain by soothsaying; and when they saw that the 
hope of their gains was gone, upon the demon being dispossessed, they 
raised an outcry against Paul and Silas. From the same principle was 
the tumult of Ephesus excited by the craftsmen, who depended upon 
the veneration paid to the shrines of Diana for their gain, as the city 
and several others in ancient times, and as many in modern, did, upon 
the celebrity of the temples, the idols, and the modes of public super- 
stition kept up in them, for a great part of their honor and wealth, by at- 
tracting crowds of pilgrims and rich gifts. In all corrupt systems of 
religion, there are always numbers deeply interested in their preserva- 
tion, many for the means of subsistence, and others for their dignities, 
affluence, and luxuries: no wonder though these cry loudly in praise 
of their Diana, and in opposition to every attempt at change or reform. 
Who knows not that thousands, or hundreds of thousands have, from 
age to age, and from year to year, gone in pilgrimage to the temples 
ot Juggernaut, of Mecca, to the shrine of the lady of Loretto? and to 
visit the threshholds and tombs of the apostles ? Rome has exceeded all 
others in prostituting and corrupting religion for the purpose of wealth 
and aggrandisement. What a lucrative trade did she carry on by the 
fictitious rights claimed for the holy see, by the doctrine of purgatory, 
the sale of indulgences, benefices, masses, canonizations, consecrated 
vestments, and other appurtenances of superstition ? She found the artof 
drawing the wealth of kings, and the revenues of kingdoms into her 
treasuries : inducing all nations of the earth to admit of her merchan- 
dise, by which in return, she was enriched. Hence she is fitly repre- 
sented as a lady decked with gold and pearls, with an intoxicating cup 
in her hand, bewitching the nations with her sorceries. 

6thly, The incorporating of systems of false religion, or particular 
errors and corruptions, with the secular government of kingdoms, and 
giving them the sanction of public laws, has eminently contributed ‘o 
their prevalence and longcontinuance. The connection between civii 
government and religion, and the mutual influence they have upon one 
another, has generally been seen, and acknowledged among mankiod 
Religion, in some shape or other, has accordingly been an object of a! 
tention with legislatures and rulers; and, more or less, has been com 
bined with the policy and administration of laws in every state and age 
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The homage due to a deity, and the influence and utility of religion, 
dictated the duty and expedience, of giving it such public countenanee, 
ond providing for its perpetuity. But this common dictate of reason 
ind prudeuce, has been greatly perverted and misapplied ; according to 
the errors and corruptions in the religion adopted, and established, so 
have been the abuse, and the evils that have arisen from th's coinbina- 
Some of them have been so interwoven with the civil constitu- 

tion, and fenced about with exclusive and penal laws, as to appear in- 
separable, so that the one could not be removed and changed, without 
other being shaken or subverted. Without such a combination and 
sypport, how could the absurdities and abominations of ancient and 
dern paganism, of the Mahomedan system, or the fabric of Anti- 
hristianism. have acquired such stability, and subsisted so long?) ‘The 
oerests aud craft of politicians aud priests uniting aud armed with the 
sword, forced all into submission, crushed rising opposition, and all at- 
tempts te reform. Pretexts were hereby furnished for persecuting all 
who would attempt it as cnemics to the public peace, the authority of 
rinces, and of the laws. Thus did Jeroboam and his successors, sup- 
ort his calves, his altars, and his priests. Thus did the kings of the 
earth agree to give their power unto the beast, and hereby her tyranny 
was raised to its height, and her reign prolonged. And this has made 
reformation in every land so difficult, so hazardous, and often su bloody. 
ln fine, innovations and corruptions as they have frequently been intro- 
lyced, so also cherished and eagerly retained, under the pretence of 
ving greater eflect to religious institutions, or conferring greater honor 
wity, and decorum on divine worship. As the autnor of Christianity 
nself when he appeared, in a humble guise. on earth, had in the eves 
facarual generation, who looked for worldly pomp and grandeur, 
form nor conliness, nor any beauty why he should be desired,’ so 
thas fared with the spir.tual institutions and mysteries of his kingdom, 
Men incapable of perceiving the true glory of the gospel, and who are 
suangers to * worshipping the Father in spirit and in trath,’ must desire 
something more adapted io their gross conceptions, and fitted to strike 
uid please their senses. The primitive Christians were by some repre- 
uted as having no god because they had no visible object of worship, 
nor any splendid temples in which they might adore him. And as the 
power of godlines declined in the church, a taste for outward show and 
ceremonies in Christian worship became prevalent: innovations made 
rapid progress, and became abundant, under the pretence of aiding or 
orating devotion. ‘The religion that glories in its simplicity, must 
recommended to the world by a new and gaudy attire ; its ordinances 
wd services be more accommodated and rendered more attractive to 
the ignorant, the careless, and the superstitious, and more assimilated 
to the modes and relish of the heathen. The adininistration of bap- 
lisin, for instance, in the manner the scripture prescribes, was not sufti- 
cicut, without the addition of white garments to signify regeneration, 
the sign of the cross, blowing and exorcising. The people must be at- 
tracted by the ornaments and furniture of the churches and their altars. 
The priests mu-t draw veneration, and even in dumb show teach myste- 
nies, by varied and fantastic dresses, copes, surplices, palls, mitres, cro- 
siers. Purification must be made and benediction given, by holy water: 
ordination conferred, confirmation, and comtort to the sick and dying, 
administered by consecrated oils and chrisms. Excommunication must 
ve made more effectual and terrific, by various forms of cursing, by 
Vou. AV. 27 . 
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bells, book, and candles; and penitence more satisfactory by sack 
cust and ashes. Psalmody and spiritual songs, performed by the | 


: : Wing 
voice and heart, were reckoned dull and unharmonious, without ay 
. . . Gull. 

phonal singing, bands of choristers, and at length with organs, and , 
< - -U)- 


certs of musical instruments. Litanies, and even creeds, myst \, 
chaunted. Pictures, paintings, crucifixes, images, were all in cours 
brought in as the books of the vulgar, to aid the memory, and to raj, 
more devout affections. ‘To heighten the solemnity of sacred seryjoc, 
the light of day was excluded at noon, and the blaze of consecrate, 
tapers substituted in its stead ; processions to altars, mumblings of mys. 
tic words, elevations of the host, genuflections and adorations, were jy. 
troduced ; together with gross theatrical representations of the pees 
fiction of Christ, or of other historical events and mysteries of faith, 
In such things as these have many been accustomed to place the chic; 
excellency and efficacy of their religion; and to boast of them as; 
principal beauty of their sanctuary ; and not without reason : for thes. 
have mainly engaged and charmed the thoughtless multitude ; hay, 
ever drawn the idle, the curious, the indevout, and dissipated, to resor; 
to their churches, and to concnr in their acts of devotion. For , 
higher purpose than the gratification of their eyes and ears, or jn sony 
a taste for the fine arts, in others for the sake of company, for opportu. 
nities of fashionable amusement, or even of criminal intrigue, or licey 
tious riot, have the assemblies been frequented and crowded, and th, 
festivals celebrated, we are assured, in former and in modern times. ; 
that church, wherein such meritricious arts and ornaments have so Jong 
and so lavishly been employed: which affords a lamentable proof af 
the degeneracy and depravity into which nominal christians may sink. 
When such things are abolished, there are not wanting many who 
will exclaim, as if the carved work of God’s sanctuary were demolis). 
ed; that religion is stript of what tends to give it its greatest influence 
over the minds of the people, and that without them it would be re- 
duced to a bare and unlovely skeleton ; and the false devotees wil! run 
and how! like Micah, when his teraphim was carried away, ‘ Ye ha 
taken away my gods, and what have I more?’ It is well known, how 
many even in protestant churches, who have affected to much conform- 
ity to Rome in these respects, and have warmly contended for retaining 
and imposing so many of her abuses, have colored their zeal for them 
under the pretext of their being helps to devotion, and as adding greate 
decorum and decency to the worship of God ; continunlly vociferating, 
but misapplying the words of the apostle, for this purpose; ‘Teta 
things be done decently and in order.’ But this is not the beauty of 
the Lord, that is upon his people; and has no manner of connection 
with the real ‘beauty of holiness.’ 


Arr. VII. Attacks and Calumnies of Roman Catholics in France 
against Protestants. 
[From a Correspondent of the N. Y. Observer. } 
For some time, the legitimist and ultra-montane journals of Paris, as 
I wrote you in a former letter, have attacked Protestantism and all th 
works of Protestantism, with increased fury. It would be difficult 












Roman Catholics in France. 419 


+ having read these journals, to form an idea of the gross invec- 
P ad mean falsehoods published in them every day. The language 
decent nor well-bred, but a heap of abuse which a mob would 
indulge in, in their street riots. 
rm ly, in the age of Louis XIV., when Bossuet opposed the doc- 
» Reformation, he had at least the mode sty to employ decent 
re, ‘al had sufficient self-respect not to search in the dirt for 
ns worthy of a scavenger. But now, Popery no longer knows or 
res to keep within the bounds of propriety ; it exclaims, denounces, 
s abandons itself to paroxysms of fury, and soils itself with the 
+ which it tries to heap upon its adversaries. When the defenders 
hurch thus degrade themselves; when they use such shameful 
fidious weapons: when they adopt the contemptible langu: ige of 
s. must we not conclude that their church is wounded to the 
that it sees its fall approaching, and seeks to conceal, under 
r language, the weakness of its cause! Men really strong are 
wavs ‘calm, and the more satisfied they are that their principles are 
‘the better know they how to preserve a wise moderation. 
{t will not perhaps be useless to cite, here, some extracts from these 
ides of Popish journals. The Spartans showed their children the 
sting spectacle of drunken Helots, to secure them from the shame- 
of intemperance ; so we may hope that a view of the extrava- 
ces to which the defenders of Popery resort, will strengthen our re- 
lion always to respect the laws of decenc y in our controversies 
\ writer who e njoys some credit in the ranks of French Popery, Mr. 
Henry de Bonald, \ately published several articles against Bible Socie- 
s. Take an extract: 
‘There is not, perhaps,” says Mr. de Bonald, “a grosser deception, 
artfully contrived attack against the Christian religion, a more 
fest intention to destroy among nations all respect for the majesty 
e Holy Scriptures, and at the same time a more complete mystifi- 
ition for those weak and credulous minds who look only atthe surface 
things and cannot penetrate below; there was never, finally, a more 
tanic enterprise since that great combat begun in Heaven against the 
st High and the spirits of light, and which will be continued on 
th against the church till the end of time, than the establishment of 
Bible Societies! Perfidy in its aim, perfidy in the means, deep hypoeri- 
sy in the avowed motives, and infernal combination in the secret mo- 
such is the enterprise of Bible Societies !” 
So, to listen to Mr. de Bonald, the Bible Society is a work of Satan, 
i plot contrived in Hell; and all the directors and committees in this 
stitution are thieves, knaves, wretches who seduce credulous minds, 
ridious men, hypocrites, who spread the Bible to degrade the Bible: 
who do the work of the Devil, and ought to receive the execration of 
wkind. What think you of the amenity, of the urbanity of Mr. 
Henry de Bonald? And how would you reply seriously to such 


lacks ! 


} 


' 


ln another article, the same writer pretends that the reading of the 
Bible is immoral ; that it corrupts the heart, depraves the imagination, 
smoothes the way of vice; and to support these od'tous assertions by 
i) appearance of proof, he quotes from the Old Testament the narra- 
tive of some facts exhibiting human depravity in its hideous wicked- 
ss. Mr. de Bonald thence infers, that the reading of the Bible pre- 
pares the way for the study of the infamous writings of Voltaire and 
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his school! I would here copy some lines from this abominable Article 
but on attempting to begin the extract, the pen falls from my 4 
See then the manner in which Papists spe.k of the Bible! ‘I iis is 9, 

way they treat the word of God, that word which was LIVEN us to |, 

a lamp to our feet and a light to our paths! They accuse publicly: 

openly, in the face of heaven, the Holy Scriptures, the book inspired a 

the Holy Spirit, of being a source of corruption, a means of demoral,. 

zation, the first step towards that polluted abyss in which the viko 

wretches plunge! What language! What blasphemy! What infay. 

ation on the part of a writer who is not afraid to publish such things: 

And what responsibility upon the church in which the eternal word is 
outraged. with the approl ation of a usurping clergy ! 

Another Papist, ina journal entiled * France,” a journal devoted tp 
the mouerchial and religwus interests of Europe, accuse Protestants «| 
favoring the most crimmal disorders and the greatest: crimes, because 
they allow every wan to interpret the Bitie by bis own individual sc. 
sou. | will quete a short extract from this long tirade, which is writen 
in an ironical tone. 

+ ‘To form your mind and heart, and to shape yourselves to social 
lik,” says the Editor of the drance, * read, interpret, according to your 
own instinct in these Liule Bibles which are given you for nothing. be 
sure that this instinct will discover tu you great things. Are you weary 
of our laws concerning marriage, of the necessity of having but one 
wiles you will see wth Luther, that a person may have two, and 
with John Becold, that a person may bave a great many 5 your itil 
Bible will teil) yeu all this. Do you feel a desire to rebel against the 
vuthority of the laws and the magistrates who execute them, consult 
your Bibho: it willteach you that magistrates arrogate a right: which 
dees not belong to them; for vengeance belongeth to me, saith the 
Lord. The Vaudese thought like you! Refuse subjection also to kings 
that are stmmers—and they are all so—because the Bible teaches yu 
that God rejected Saul, Throw them out of the windows, if you 
please ; for Jehu so used Jezebel. Plunder the rich, reb palaces. take 
What you please vy violence, by rebellion; for it is said in the Maga 
fieut, (the song of Mary) that God sendeth the rich empty away aud 
hileth the hungry with good things. Lastly, from one degree of |ght 
to another, from one inspiration to another, you will come to the cele 
brated National Convention, which, according to Chaumette, was the 
Sinai of the Frene’, Your Bible in one hand, with the other lifting 
the veil, you will adopt with your ivstinet all the doctrines which over 
lurn socicties, nations and kings; and it would be strange if you are 
hot protected and encouraged by Bible Societivs, and by princes who 
desire the tramoh of the Reformation.” 

You see: our ultra-montave journalist accuses the Reformation ot 
openmg the door of revolt against magistrates, violation of the laws, 
robbing of the rich, assassination of kings, polygamy, and | know net 
what else. Papisis denounce us Protestauts, as the favorers of anarchy, 
and as the enemies of all divine and human authority! We canuot 
gravely refute such extravagant and absurd abuse ; | only give it as a 
specimen of the language of our Popish journals. 

What is curious in all this, is that the Roman Catholics, after lavish- 
ing upon Protestantism, and the Bible itself, the invectives you have 
just read, are unwilling to allow us to oppose the doctrines of their 
church. If we say in the Semeur, in the Archives du Christianisme, 


ubas, 
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‘gions tract, that Popery is a religion contrary to the word of 
thal trransubstautiotion is an idelatrous dog na. that the priests 
trath: of the salvation of souls, that the pontitl of Rome usarys 
‘+: do not belong to hia, or the dike 5 immediately the Remnan- 
Jain that it isan intolerable license; that our words violate the 
that the courts ought to inflict upon us a severe penalty. ‘That 
papists prete ‘nd to have the privilege of insulting us at pea- 
an our duty is to keep a respectful silence. They give us, when 
vts the n, the most odious Hatihies | they call us bad citizens. immoral 
materialists, atheists; and we must servilely bow the head and 
d the knee before the authority of the Roush charch!  Stranze 
this, truly; and fanatacism only can make wien bliad enough to 

| into such gross contradictions. ~ 
Another fact worthy of mention is, that the French Romanists de- 


Jain angrily against our attempts at evangelization. ‘They are not 


fished with warning the members of their church, which would be 
vwial and natural ou their part; but they call further Upon the gov- 
nent to interfere and prevent us from spreading the doctrines af 
tustantisin. It we distribute Bibles aud tracts, Wf we open scivo ols 
fevangelical chapels. they weuld saject us to the severest Lows, 
fimamiain that a ou hit to be condemaed to fine aad i pris Miaeut, 
Thus have th :¥ two we isrhts and two measures, Thev consider il 


right and perfectly just to form societies and collect sabser prions, 
re pagal w Catholicism in the United States, tor exa ple. or in 
Fl ol. If the governments of these two cou stries should throw ob- 
ss intheir way, they would call it disgrac ful tyeanuy. a flagrant 
dation of the liberty of worship) But if we try to do in’ France 
atthey themselves dv in England aud America, they change luime- 
lately their principles and their maxims. What is lawlul for them is 
t lawful for us; the rights which they claim they do not grant to us; 
ways should all be open for preac thing Popery, and should all be 
i against) preac hing Protestantism. The French voverulment ts 
me-worthy for letting us evangelize Catholics, and the American 
verument would be blameworthy for not letting them in their way 
mvert Protestants ! ; 
We might despise such droll contradictions, if painful facts did not 
ww that our Ministers of state listen in some degree to the complaints 
f these ultra-montane journals. It is unhappily true that, for some 
weeks, the Minister of Justice and of Worship has thrown obstacles in 
: way of our labors for evangelizatiun, Several private letters froin 
Paris inform me that the government refuses to authorize the opening 
new chapels, and threatens even to shut some of those whic li are 
ready established. See the sad effect of the calumnies and — 
| Popery! My friends fear that we shall soon experience open opp. 
sition from the politic al authorities. I hope yet, for my part, that we 
shall not come to this, and that the Cabinet will be satisfied with some 
Nistile acts against us, to quiet the irritation of the ultra-montane J yur 
Sull, it cannot be dissembled that we are exposed to unusual 
rigors, and that we shall need to be strong tly sustained b y God in order 
‘coulinue our work of evangelization. M: ay the Lord inspire us with 
urage and an entire renunciation of all earthly considerations, if 
tere shall be need for our resisting openly the powers of the world! 
lam, &c. G. ve F. 
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CryLon.— Seminary at Batticotta.— 
to advanced standing, from the neighboring continent; 
ed by the mission as of great interest, because indicating the commene 
The mother ‘of one of thes 


VIII. 
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and favorable changes. 
vial ace ompanied them, and left a daughter 


the female seminary at Oodooville. 


Public Examination.—Beside nearly all the members of the missio, 


Missionary 


Intelligence. 


Two youths have been admitt, 


also to be instructed | 


an event regard. 


and several missionaries of other soc icties, a larger assembly than usus 


of respectable natives was present. 
tion was good throughout. 


the fundamental 


awakened. 


for the ensuing year, were distributed, and eagerly received ; a usety| 


errors 


of Hindooism, 


It lasted four hours, and the att: 
A strong impression was made on some f 
and a great deal of enquir 


\ 


At the close, five hundred copies of ‘the Tamul Arithmetic 


vehicle of Bible truth to the higher classes of the native community, 


The Students are improving in useful knowledge ; 
rising above prevailing prejudices, 


of character, 


aad 


growing desire to walk by the light of Revelation. 


Convictions of the Pe ople. —Multitudes 


avow 


gaining streng 
manifesting 


tianity is true; many more suspect at least that Hindovism is void 


truth; 


and nothing can prevent their falling into Atheism, except 


tended Christian education, and the faithful preac hing of the Cross. 
to half a 


Adam's Bridge.—This is a ridge of sand, 
mile in width, and sixteen miles 
sea almost straight, 


with no living tree 


from a quarter 


This leads to a sacred bathing place, where Mr. Spaulding saw abo 


thirty thousand natives assembled for the purpose of entering the wate: 
precisely at the rising of the sun; 


money ! 


“1 Marriage.—A young 


man, 


a fair for the 


educated at Cotta and Nellore, 


long, on a sea level, stretching into 1 
hur projecting rock | =? 


a) 
hl 


married Caroline Chester of the central school, with a view to atten 
a mission at Penang, agreeably to a suggestion of Sir William Norris 


formerly Chief Justice in Ceylon, 


but now removed to Penang. 


1) 


the belief that Chris. 


X- 


Brahmins to get 


S 


is looked upon as the commencement of native missions among the 


Tamul peo} 


le. 


they are young ; 


vindictive : 
honesty. 


>? 


Great confidence 


is had in these individuals, thoug! 


but they have entered on the undertaking upon tru 


but little dependence 
Pilfering, stealing, robbing each other’ 
of foreign residents are the prominent vices 


missionary principles ; and the Lord will be with them. 


by deep poverty, a natural indolence and improvidence 
Ignorance is 1s universal as poverty ; 
can read intelligently. 


ing their own language,” 


Re ‘ligion.— They 


few can read at all; 
“ A regularly organized native sc bool for teacl 





Java.— The Malays of Batavia are neither unsocial, unfriendly 10 
van be placed on their veracity and 
s houses and the houses 
to which they 


are urge 


fewer st 


Mr. Doty says, “I have never scen. 
gard to any notions of literature, science or the useful arts, the) 
pertec tly indifferent. 


lu Tes 


_, 
i 


grounds of their faith and practice ; ; but like other Mohammedans t 
have inveterate prejudices and hatred to the christian religion. 

Encouragement.—Mr. Young has a school of 8 boys. 
has a school of five or six girls and one boy, and is much encouraz 


with the progress some of them are making 


Mrs. 


D 


are professed Mohammedans, but they know lit! 
of the founder of their religion, or of his peculiar doctrines, or of th 


‘ 


, and surprised at their ques 
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A Sabbath School is in operation, attended by men, women 
iren. Mostof the men in the employ of the mission are willing 

( ve instruction. 
The Javenese-—These are in advance of the Malays in point of in- 
rence ; education is more common and diflused; they are more 
nest and sincere; more docile and tractable. The Dutch Govern- 
nt does not allow foreign missionaries to reside at any other place on 

. island than Batavia, and even there, does not permit them fully to 
ostruct the native population in the truths of Christianity. : 

The Chinese. —The number of these in Batavia is not tar from thirty 
thousand. Comparatively speaking they are a superior people. They 

iudustrious, skilful and almost always at their post; are artificers, 

chanics, and shopkeepers. They are eager to make money, and in- 

rately fond of gambling, opium, smoking and other pernicious in- 

neces. They pay c onsider: able atlention to education, advance but 

itt! ec howe ver beyond the ability to read their own ‘tanguage. Their 

izion is a system of most irrational and senseless idolatry ; every 
iwelling is a temple of idols, and every father an officiating priest. 

A Chinese Burying Ground.—It often covers from four hundred to 
six hundred acres of ground, filled up with large tombs of massive ma- 
son work, inChinese style. Their veneration for the dead is expressed 
by building and beautifying their sepulchres. Before these they pre- 
sent offerings and worship the spirits of the departed. In the ceremo- 

es of burial, there is no manifestation of that decorum and solemnity 
naturally expected ; perfect insensibility seems to pervade the whole. 

‘Passing through the fire.”’—This ancient and horrible rite still ex- 

What heathenism was four thousand years ago, it is now in des- 

of literature and science. <A bed of thoroughly ignited caals is 

repared, twelve feet in diameter and one foot in depth, sending forth 

, sweltering and almost suffocating heat far around. ‘Those who are 

present, thousands boasting of intelligence, as many of them as choose 

rush through it; some of them three or four times; their expectation 
s, thus to harden themselves against the fires of hell! 


Sovurn Arrica.—Ginani.—Here Mr. Champion is located; distant 
from Dingaan’s Capital, about two day’s foot journey. The station is 
n the midst of fertile native gardens, surrounded by as dense a popula- 
tion as the country affords. Rude dwellings of stone and mud have 
been constructed by the mission, without a board or straight piece of 
timber in them, thirty feet by ten. with earth floors, naked walls, grass 
roofs, doors and windows of weeds and grass; places of comfort still, 
compared With the native huts around them. 

Despotism of the King.—No man dare receive instruction without 
i¢ King’s express permission or command. No one can sit in a chair 
but he. Sugar cane, sweet potatoes, and such like, are cultivated and 
reserved for him. All ivory comes to him. All cattle taken in war 
ome to him. He punishes the smallest and greatest offences alike 
with death, at his pleasure, and the people say, “it is all right,” even 
When son, father, mother or brother is slain. 

Favorable Circumstances.—The king patronizes the mission. He is 
full of enquiries about various topics—even about religion; he feels his 
need of knowledge, and is making improvements. He is ready to ar- 
range the affairs of the schools, &c. according to the 0 of the 
mission. Some children have begun to come to school: some pay a 
marked regard to the Sabbath, and have regularly attended meeting, 
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Dingaan wishes to learn to read; wishes a missionary at his own place 
where are two thousand or three thousand people. Probably Mose. 
Lindlev, Venable and Wilson who were obliged to leave the 
of Mosclekatsia vear age, have ere this joined Mr. Champion 
now laboriug at Umguuhlovu, the town of the King. where people are 
constantly arriving from ail parts of the land, and where are the bead 
quarters of several of the king’s regiments with their captains aud other 
men of influence. 

Amount of donations and legacies acknowledged by the Treasurer 
of the Board for November, $31,403.26. Total for four months, $93. 
885,83; besides donations in clothing, &&.— Boston Recorder, 


COUNTY 
and are 


MISSION TO JERUSALEM. 

Letter to the Editors of the New-York Observer, dated Jerusalem, August 16, 1897, 

Gentlemen—We have just been favored with a visit from the Hon, 
Lewis Cass. our present Minister to France and Commodore Elliott. 
commanding the U. S. naval force in the Meditteranean. Gov, Cass js 
accompanied by his family. They remained with us a week ; visiting 
in the mean tine, Bethlehem, the Jordan. the Dead Sea. and the var. 
ous objects of interest in and near the holy city. The party, with the 
exception of Mrs. Cass and one of her daughters who is in feeb: 
health, left us a few days ago for Damascus; whence they are to pro- 
ceed, via Baalbec, to Beyroot. At the last mentioned place they will 
rejoin the ship, (the Constitution) and proceed to Egypt, touching »gain 
at Jaffi on their way, to receive Mrs. and Miss Cass on board. 

The visit of our distinguished country men has been on many accounts 
highly gratifying to all. We believe, too, that it will prove te have 
been useful to tie cause in which we are engaged. To us who dwell 
in this land of strangers a land that is dry and thirsty in more respects 
than one, it is a rare and delightful privilege to enjoy, even for a few 
days, the society of so many friends from our own country.* — And thei: 
speciai kindness to us personally, as well as the interest expressed by 
them in the object of our mission, demands our grateful acknowledy- 
ments. Both Ger, Cass and Com, Elliott assured us that it) weuld ai- 
Ways give them pleasure to render any service to us personally, or to 
do any thing in their power to further the enterprise in whi h we are 
engaged: and the former, on leaving us, generously placed in our hands 
a donation to the Jerusalem miss.on, of one hundred dollars. 

Our distinguished visitors were treated by the military and civi! au- 
thorities with the honors due to their rank and character. And the 
fact that they were our countrymen, and our guests, tended to bring 
us favorably acquainted with some of the principle men of the place, 
and to show to all, that although we have no Consul in Jerusalem to 
protect our rights, we are recognized by the representatives of our gov- 
erument who visit this country ; and that their powerful aid is not tikely 
to be withheld from us whenever occasion shall require it. Gov. Vass 
also took opportunity in his last interview with Hassan Bey, the gene- 
ral commanding the military force in this place, to commend us, the 
Americans residing in Jerusalem, to his special regard ; and to state to 
him that although we had no Consul residing here, vet we and our ob- 
ject were regarded with deep interest by the people and the govern 
ment of the United States. The general, in reply, assured Gov. C, 





* ‘The party consisted ov Gen. Cass and lady, with their son and three daughters; Co". 
Elliott and his two aids; & surgeon of the ship, and iwo gentiemen attached to Whe embassy: 





Missionary Intelligence. 425 


that he should have great pleasure in rendering us anv service in his 
: -: and said to myself, that if there was auy thing he could de fer 
or it we ever | suum ourselves in dith ulty, (whe. sata he, thank 
Can, spot hkely te happen under the government of his Highness the 
Vice Rov.) we avst call upon him without ceremony.  T ought te add 
here, that since we came to Jerusalem, with few exceptions, we have 
been treated by the public authorities with marked civility and respect. 
These things are mentioned, nat because our chief reliance, either for 
personal protection or for success in our work, is on the strength and 
favor of men ; but because it may gratify our friends to know that tie 
verument under Which we live is favorably dispesed towards us, and 
that we are privileged with the personal friendship of some men in au- 
thority. 

Not the least gratifying circumstance connected with the late visit of 
our friends, was the becoming regard which they paid, while with us, 
to the Lord’s day. They arrived on Saturday, much fatigued; and 
being unable to see mach of Jerusalem on that day, there was, of 

urse, a temptation to spend the following day (the Sabbath) in visiting 
the interesting objects in and around the city. But, unlike many tra- 
vellers, they chose to rest on the Sabbath, according to the command- 

at, and to unite with us, both morning and evening, in the exercises 


Q 


of divine worship. The governor of this place had proposed to pay 
is respects to Gen, Cass and the Commodore on Sunday morning; but 


=? 


they desired him, as it was the Christian Sabbath, to postpone his call 
uot! Monday, which he did. Would that all travellers of distinction 
(rom Christian nations would thus second our fecble efforis to promote 

e due observance of the Lord’s day, and of all the rules of Christian 
morality, by the weight of their powerful example. Surely the consci- 
ousness of having done right, and of having left an example which it is 
right and sate for all men to follow, would a thousand times outweigh 
whatever momentary gratification might be gained by transgressing the 
divine precept, “ REMEMBeR THE SABBATH vAY, TO KEEP IT HOLY.” 

Our prospects in Jerusalem are on the whole encouraging. Our ac- 
quaintance and influence have been extended within the past year, and 
tie demand for the Scriptures and tracts has increased, The cholera 
lately visited our city, and in the course of a month swept off some 
400 or 500 of its inhabitants, During the prevalence of this terrific 
disease, we had opportunity to do something for the relief of the sick 
and the afflicted; by which means some important doors of usefulness 
were opened to us, which we trust will not soon be closed. Still there 
isenough of difficulty to try our faith and our patience ; enough to 
make us feel the need of the prayers of the Christian friends at home. 
We trust they do not forget us, nor the people of our charge. Let them 
remember, that if ever Jerusalem is to be “established, and to become 
apraise in the earth,” itis not the power of man that will bring about 
that blessed event. Our help must come from the Lerp, ti aT MADE 
HEWEN AND EARTH. 

The health of some of us is miserable. We are too few and feeble 
to he an efficient mission. We onght to have more help. A physician, 
who is willing to deny himself and work hard for Christ’s sake, would 
be an invaluable acquisition to the mission in Jerusalem, aud the instru- 
ment of saving the lives, and perhaps the souls, of hundreds. ‘The 
lessing of many ready to perish would literally come upon him. We 


Will chgage that he shall have an interpreter, so that he may begin his 
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Miscellany. 


Porr, “ Also, we condemn and curse all who, in any manner " 
femot te injure the city of Rowe, the king lon of Sie ily, th: isha te 
Sardioia ant Corsiea, the patrinony of St. Peter in Tuscany, tae 4, 
of Spoleta tag murgravate of Ancona, the country about Rov ane, ~ 
cities of Ferrara and Benevento, aud all other cities or : 
longing to the church of Rome, 

Leuruer. “O Peter! poor fisherman ! ween did vou cet R me 
and all these kingdoins? IL salute thee! Pet ! king of Sicily | 
fisherman of Bethsaida ! 

Pore. “We excommunicate and curse all chancellors, counsel] 
parliaments, governors, lishops, and others, who oppose our lette 
advice, tuvitation, prohibition, mediation, execation. 

Luraer., “For the holy see seeks ars to live in idleness, magnif. 
cence and debauchery, to command, storm. deceive, lie, dishonor, mt 
duce, and commit all sorts of malicious deeds, in peace and safeiy— 

——* Lord, arise! it is not as the papists pretend. Thou hast po: 
abandoned us, aud thine eyes are not turned from us!” 
Thus spake Leo X. at Rome, and Luther at Wittemberg, 
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Bisuor Dusors ano ws Ivpians.—We believe our correspondent, 

whose letter is given below, Is inaccurate in one expression. ‘Tie 
Bishop, did not, as his words seem to ioply, report that from one to 
two thousand Indians had been lately couverted within his diocese, but 
ouly that so many were living within its limits, We had previously 
learved their trae number, 355, from the postmaster at Port Covin sta, 
We are obliged to our correspondent for his accouat of their piety, — 
NY. Observer. 

To the Editor of the Observer : 

If yon are dispose xd to invite vour readers to take notice, once more, 
of the Romish Bishop Dubois’ boast of the increase of Popery, in his 
diocese, (the State of New-York.) [ will submit to vou some informs. 
lion respecting the St. Regis ludians, which my vicinity to that tribe 
put inte my possession, 

Tne Bishop, if [rightly recollect, reports to the Leopold Foundation, 
the conversion of oue or two thousand lodians in his diocese. — It is uot 
possible that he can refer to any but this tribe, as the state contains no 
other of the aborigines of the country among whom the name of e- 
manisin is kuown. 

This tribe coutains, in all, not more than seven hundred souls. inhiab- 
iting a village on the line between this and Lower Cauda, and couse- 
quently about half of them in the Bishop's Divcese. They were born 
and bred in the Romish retigion, and perhaps afford as fair an iliustra- 
tion as the world contains, of the utter worthlesssess of that system to 
mollify the savage state. Instead of the civilization, moral refinement 
and intellectual culture, which the missionary efforts of a few years 
have produced in the south-western trines, these poor creatures have 
only lost all the noble traits of their original condition, without receiv. 
lag in exchang: one feature of the happiness or dignity of civilization. 
All that is miserable and revelting in the savage, the most of thei re- 
tain. ‘Their women are still their beasts of burden, and follow the men 
in their temporary sojourns to the neighboring villages, aud make 
brooms and b. askets, aud hawk them about the neighboriwod, while their 
“fords” are stretched oat on the foor of a grog she p, or earning a shil- 
ling or two by cutting wood at the door, or “following the hunt. Occa- 
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Ilva few may be found, with the sob riety and perseverance to 
; ya Carry thre: gha job of labor of greater magnitude. In these 
sje urns, which generally last I. wrough the cold season, they camp in 
the forest. wih all the de stitution ot civilized comforts hich is found 
among the heathen savages. ‘The women retain the savage dress—l g- 
gins and a blanket. The men wear whatever the -y can get, savage or 
civilized. One will get on all the cast-off finery of a city dandy— 
water aud soap apart; another will walk by his side in the tattered rem- 
nants of an Indian dress. 
Although, in their village, uncer the constant care of a priest, educa- 
fion is wholly neglected among them. Whether any one of them can 
read a sentence, I know not; but after considerab le inquiry, | have 
over found one that knew a y beset of any written language ; and all 
our eflorts to get their ¢ hildres: into schools are repulsed by the fear of 
votestant influence Which is mntused into their minds. Their religion 
dooms them to ignorance. Ask ove of them toallow you to teach his 
ch dre en, and his reply is, that learning will make them bad, 
Of their religious kuow ledge—their “ reason for the hepe that is in 
them” —uall that could be olnained from one of the most intelligent and 
worthy of a detachment that camped down in the neighborhood of this 
we last winter, Was simply this: “ When Catholic dies, he goes 
there; [pointing upward] when Protestant dies, he goes there,” [point- 
nv dowuwards. ] 
Of course, under such a state of things, common morality is not to 
be looked for, How far itis wanting, I shull not dare to say. Here 
{there one, (only dio such have come under my observation,) is 
uted out as bei sing trusty. ‘Their prominent and desolating vice is 
unkeaness, A worthy Methodist brother last year asked their priest, 
who Was at the time ignorant of the profession © f his querist,) of the 
cligious habits of his charge. ‘The reply was, that they ere very pi- 

but not very sober, Those whe understand the Romish definition 

{pith will knew how to account for the apparent incongruity of this 

ak The amount of it is, they are very punctual at the mass, the 
coulessional, penance, &c., but very much addicted to intemp:rance ; 
all which is strictly true. 

Such is a fair illustration of the influence of the Romish religion 
upon the happiness of men, even in this life. Weare sometimes asked, 
why do we nothing for the intellectual and moral culture of these poor 

whbors. ‘The toregoing statements furnish the auswer. The gripe 
f Romauism upon them is so firm that we cannot. Their spirdual ty- 
rants Will not civilize and educate them themselves, and they wall not 
clinch their iron grasp, so as to allow us todo it. The way ishedged 

p, and we can only pity ana pray. And this Lask the Christian world 

do, until God shall interpose, and bid the prisoners go free, and those 
i darkness, show themselves. The prayers of John Knox trightened 
Queen Mary more than all the batue axes of the English army, 

Is this ease a specimen of the veracity of the catire report of Bishop 
Dubois? Is it an illustration of the ulility of the princely expenditures 
of the Austrian de ‘spotism upon the country, through the hauds of their 
Ronish agents here? Is it an example of the ame horating influence 
Of Popery upon the present condition of the human race, and above all, 
ts ufluence upon the immortal mind and elernal state? HH. 


l\piFFerENcE To Doctrines.—Distinctions are often insisted upon 
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by Theologians which are of very questionable propriety. Ty). . 
hear of fundamental doctrines as opposed to those not fundame, ; 
doctrines essential to salvation, as distinguished from those which 9, 
not essential; abstract doctrines as opposed to those of greater pt ce 
cal utility. ‘The authority for such distinctions is by no means ate 
the Scriptures, as far as we can judge afford no countenance to then 
but on the contrary, present every truth contained in them as sup orted 
by the same degree of evidence, and as demanding faith under & 
same penalty. What are called the doctrines of Scripture are nothip, 
more nor less than revealed statements of truth, and each and eyo, 
part is necessary to the completeness of the whole, which is mutila:: 
by subtraction and marred by human additions. Unless it be clearly 
revealed to a man, we know not on what ground he presumes to eA 
one part of God’s truth with greater importance than another, or ; 


1 
AU). 


5S 
insist that one part of it must be believed in order to salvation, wh 


another part may be safely neglected. Has any scale, by which 
comparative value of diflerent truths may be graduated, been revealo; 
to man? If so, it must be certain and fixed ; and yet so far from this 
being the case, we find the most conflicting estimates by those who yp. 
dertake to inform the world what must be believed, and what muy yy: 
be believed. ‘This circumstance is conclusive of the unauthorised yp». 
ture of the assumption, that any truth revealed by God may, with 
safety to the soul, be disbelieved. We take up the Bible; we regard 
as a revelation from heaven; we receive every page as confirmed a 
attested by the Divine signature; the truths which it contains, althoug) 
distinguished by variety, are intimately related to each other ; to each 
one is affixed a “Thus saith the Lord;” they are revealed that ma 
may know what is true concerning the Divine character and govern. 
ment, and in relation to his own condition, duty and hopes. The Lord 
has thought it important to reveal all that has been revealed, otherwis 
what was not important would have been withheld. This wonderfu 
communication is made to man, and that too without the slightest int- 
mation, that some parts of it are mere matters of speculation, wi 
may be received or not, as men judge best; nay, with an accompany 
ing denunciation, that “if any man shall take away from the words 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book 
of life.” Under these circumstances, we again ask for the authority }) 
which distinctions are made in relation to truth, which teach that God 
will be lenient and forbearing to unbelievers, provided they confine th 
unbelief to certain parts of his revealed will? We object then to thes 
distinctions, because they are not founded in Scripture, or in the nature 
of truth; because they undertake to determine the comparative un 
portance of a portion of a Divine revelation, and hence arrogantly as 
sume to be a new revelation. 

But we object again, because, as they are founded on the mere judg: 
ment of the men who presume to weigh God’s communications in the! 
own balance, that they may affix to each part its proper value, if i! 
the privilege of one, it must be the privilege of all, to determine wha! 
is essential, and thus the Bible is virtually annihilated ; for it may sale! 
be affirmed, that there is no doctrine of the Gospel which has not bee! 
held by some class of professing Christians as not essential to salvatio 
If the rule therefore be admitted, it must be admitted in its latitude, 
and as a consequence, salvation may be obtained irrespective of a0) 
belief, and any revelation from heaven is unnecessary. We objectst 
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because this distinction of doctrines into essential and non-es- 

ht even from the sacred desk, has oper ne most injuriously 

the a a professing Christians in general, in induci ng them 

vy to esteem the most sac red truths of God’s sled: This, of late 

= has become painfully evident, and it is not uncommon to Posed 

n use such expressions as these--I hate doctrinal preaching ; it can 

er save the soul; it 1s the enemy of revivals; it is the proof of big- 

- jt isnot a matter of much consequence what a person believes, 

his practice be correct, and such like, all originating in a fee ling 

+ has but little reverence for the law as it has proceeded out of 

Px amet Yes, indiflerence to doctrines, and that indifference 

ptenanced by loose distinctions taught in the sacred desk, is at this 

ment the creat sin of the Church, and perhaps the principal cause of 

low state of vital piety. It is true that the clergy and elde rship are 

e alive to the importance of doctrines than in some of the past 

is; they have been alarmed by the bold advances of error, and 

begun to examine more deeply the word of truth, but the people 

at large, have not yet returned; their indifference to the existence of 

doctrinal error is palpable, and while it is so, the most serious difficul- 

s to the progress of vital piety must still exist. God’s spirit will not 

poured out where his truth is contemned, and spiritual leanness must 

ver be the portion of those who make no distinction between truth 

und error. 

When the time shall come, that professing Christians shall esteem all 

revealed truth as essential; when they shall abandon the false position 

:t some truths may be disbelieved with safety and comparative inno- 

; when all the statements of God’s word shall be the subjects of 

r devout study, and the objects of their faith, then true piety—prac- 

sal, consoling, elevating, and purifying piety, will be revived in their 

own hearts, and extended to the multitudes who are now without God 
and without hope in the world.—Presbyterian. 


Osta or Dectaration.—The following is the ‘Oath of Declaration’ 
ch was lately administered to the young Queen of Great Britain :— 
I, Victoria, &c., do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of God, 
testify and declare, that [ do believe that in the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper there is not any transubstantiation of the elements of bread 
ind wine into the body and blood of Christ, at, or after, the consecra- 
tion thereof, by any person whatsover ; and that the invocation, or ado- 
ition, of the Virgin Mary, or any other saint, and the sacrifice of the 
nass, as they are now used in the church of Rome, are superstitious 
and idolatrous. And I do solemnly, in the presence of God, profess, 
— and declare, that Ido make this declaration, and every part 
ereof, in the plain and ordinary sense of the words read unto me, as 
they are commonly understood by English Protestants, without any 
rasion, equivocation, or mental reservation whatsoever, and without 
any gn already granted me for this purpose by the Pope, or 
any other authority or person whatsoever, pris without thinking that | 
am, or can be acquitted before God or man, or absolved of this declara- 
lion, or any part thereof, although the oad or any other person or 
persons or power whatsoever, shall dispense with or annul the same, or 
declare that it was null and void from the beginning.” 


Tur Biste.—When we study the writings of men, it is well if, afte 
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much pains and labor, we find some particles of truth among a 

deal of error. When we read the scriptures, all we mect with is ty 
Jn the former case we are like the Africans on the Gold Coast of oh ; 
it is said, that they dig pits nigh the water-falls of mountains abéual 
ing in gold, then with incredible pains and industry wash off the saad 
till they espy at the bottom two or three shining grains of metal, Which 
only just pays their labor. In the latter case, we work in a mine suff 
cient to enrich ourselves and all about us.— Bishop Horne. , 





Art. X._ Notices. 


(Cc The communi ation signed J, relates too much to private ang 
loca! matiers tu be inserted in the Monitor. 


> Although we lately intimated a refusal to publish a certay 
coumuncation of A. R., yet, as its publication has been called for by 
some of our subscribers, it will appear in our next, with the ander 
standing that we disseut from the position that the Scriptures do pot 
prohibit slavery ; and also from the seeming position that slavery in this 
country is so national in its character that it excludes ind.vid ual guill, 
Our readers will please to remember that this paper should be regan 
ed as having priority in point of place, to the last which we published 
by the same author. 

(> We have also received a communication from Leo, taking 
the opposite side of the question respecting the scriptural character of 
slavery, Which will appear partly, if not wholly, in our next. 

(r> Ic is our determination hereafter to publish less on the subject 
of siavery than we have of late done, as we consider that subject, so 
far as our church is concerned, for ever settled. We find that there 
ure some of our subscribers who would wish to have the pages of the 
Monitor almost exclusively filled with abolition papers ; and some who 
would have all such papers excluded ; but, if we mistake not, the great 
majority of our patrons desire to see the Monitor take the same stand 
ov this as on all other subjects that may be designated as “ present 
truth.” and that come within the professed principles of the Associate 
Church. ‘This is in accordance with our own view of the matter; and 
accordingly we will endeavor to give to this only such a share of our 
room a3 is C. nsisteut with a due regard to other points of our witness 
Ing profession. 


> Correspondents will please to remember, that when a letter 
Weighs an ouace or more, it is charged by weight. Hence, we received 
a cummunication a short time since marked with quzntuple, and 
another with sextuple postage. This unnecessary additional expense 
might easily be aveided. 

OG> Subscribers to a periodical like this ought to consider, whether 
it be fair and just, alter having received one, two or more numbers of 
a volume, to discontinue their subscriptions before the completion of 
that volume.—The proprietor of the Biblical Repertory states truly 
that, “ No publication can be sustained by allowing the subscriber to 
discontinue any time at option.” 


























